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CRUDE  MERCURY. 

PROVING 

The  Usefulness  and  Innocency 
ofits  Internal  Application,  by  a  great 
Variety  oFExperiments  and  Histories 
of  Cases,  Acute  and  Chronick. 


By  THOMAS  HARRIS,  Surgeon. 
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Quod  non  fanat  Med  team  entu  m ,  Ferrum 
San  at ,  quod  Fetrum  non  fanat ,  Ignis 
Sanat ,  fanat ^  Mercurius  fanat , 

Quod  non  fanat  Mercurius,  Infanabile  eft. 
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To  my  much  Honoured  UnCle^ 

Mr.  ARCHDALL  HARRIS 

'  *  \  - 

Surgeon  of  His  M  A  j  E  S  T  Y’s 
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Fir  ft  Regiment  of  Foot-Guards* 
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SIR, 

N  the  Choice  of  a 

♦  (  *  \ 

Patron,  it  is  tifuai  to 
fix  upon  one  the  moft 
eminent  in  that  Art  or  Science 
which  the  Author  either  means 

J  <*  '  *  • 

A  2  to 

» 

✓ 
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eminent 
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:  c_  -y;.v.  ?  y*  •  >  •  -  %  .•  *  •  • 

to  explain  or  improve.  As 
there  is  none  I  could  more  pro¬ 
perly  chufe  to  anfwer  in  every 
Point  the  Character  of  a  com- 
pleat  Surgeon,  who  is  not  more 
diflinguilh’d  for  an  excellent 
Manual  Operator ,  than  for  a 
thorough  Knowledge  in  the  fe- 
veral  Branches  of  the  Medical 
Art,  to  whom  can  I  more  fitly 
apply  ? 

I 

<Jr,‘ 

The  Army  in  general  have 
long  experienc’d  your  perfonal 
Worth  and  Abilities,  for  a  Se¬ 
ries  of  many  Years,  but  more 

••  •  *  j.  y  e 

particnlarly  that  Regiment 

whereof 

\ 


I 


Dedicatory. 

whereof  you  have  been  for  fo 
many  Years  the  Surgeon. 

*  «  i  ”  '  r  ‘  -  }  •  -  + 

t  t  i 

In  dedicating  this  Tradt  to 
you,  I  do  no  more  than  Gra¬ 
titude  obliges  me ;  lince  I  muft 
ever  acknowledge  that  under 
your  Tuition  I  had  my  fir  ft  In- 
ftr  net  ions,  and  by  your  generous 
Communication  I  have  to  this 
Time  received  frelh  Supplies 
to  furnilh  out  my  little  Know¬ 
ledge  in  the  Chyrurgick  Art. 

I  take  the  Liberty  therefore 
you  fo  kindly  allow  me,  of 
flickering  this  Eflay  under 

A  3  your 


Epistle 

your  Protection,  which  was 
drawn  up  for  my  own  Ufe, 
as  an  Improvement  for  thofe 

Hours  fecluded  from  Buiinefs. 

\ 

i 

I  might  mention  fome  Par- 
ticulars  for  which  you  have  been 

■  <  «  .  -*  i  i  j  - 

more  eminently  diftinguillied 

than  any  of  our  Time,  as  well 

*  \<' 

during  the  Reduction  of  Ire- 
land ,  as  throughout  the  long 
War  in  Flanders ,  for  your  ad¬ 
mirable  Method  in  the  Cure  of 

>  A  * 

•  | 

Gun-fhot  Wounds,  But 

fearing  to  o fiend  you,  I  rather 

*  *  *  i 

chufe  to  be  thought  lingular,  - 

and  forbear  that  Tribute  due 

'•-*  >  -■*> 

/  \  VI  • 

to 
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to  you,  preferable  to  all  Pro- 
fejfors  of  the  Healing  Art . 

I  am, 

SIR , 

* 

TW  Obedient  Nephew , 

^  '  r*  x  * 

Humble  Servant , 


Thomas  Harris. 
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V. 

fk. 

E  W  Difcoveries  are  fu- 
fpe£ted,  efpecially  in  the 
Medical  Way.  When  a 
Medicine  is  difcovered  to 
be  innocent,  and,  after  repeated  Tri¬ 
als,  falutary  too,  which  was  before 
thought  poyfonous,  it  will  gain  yet 
Credit  but  by  flow  Degrees ;  for  not 
only  the  Fear  of  its  bad  Effe&s,  but 
a  natural  Unwillingnefs  alfo  to  change 

T 

an 
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an  old  Opinion  for  a  new,  will  not 
buffer  us  to  give  the  Point  in  De^ 
bate  that  due  Examination  which  it 
deferves ;  and  even  in  that  Cafe  we 
may  be  too  ready  to  raife  Objections, 
rather  than  delirous  of  difcovering 
the  Truth. 

I 

If  likewife  a  Difcovery  is  made  by 
a  Perfon  to  whom  we  have  conceived 
an  Antipathy,  altho’  Faffs,  and  the 
Jlrongcfl  Reajoning  in  Support  of  thofe 
Facis,  ought  to  engage  our  Affent  to 
what  he  publifhes ;  yet  we  being 
predetermined ,  are  frequently  re- 

f jived,  right  or  wrong,  to  condemn. 

/  '  -  •  >  -  ‘ 

Under  thefe  Difficulties,  we  ven¬ 
ture  to  appear  in  Pu'olick,  in  behalf 
of  a  Medicine  much  celebrated  on 
the  one  hand,  and  defam’d  on  the 
other  :  Therefore,  in  this  Effay,  our 

In  ten- 
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Intention  is  to  write  without  Paiv 

i  » 

tiality  ;  to  deliver  faithfully  the  Ob- 
fervations  we  have  made  ;  and  from 
a  rational  Account  of  this  Medicine, 
and  the  Effedts  thereby  produced,  to 
draw  juft  and  eafy,  not  ftrain’d  Con- 
clulions. 

If  it  fhould  be  alledged  by  the 
Favourers  of  Crude  Mercury ,  that 
enough  has  been  faid  to  eftablifh 
the  Ufefulnefs  and  Excellency  of  its 
internal  Application,  I  muft,  once  for 
,  all,  advertife,  that  it  was  not  barely 
the  Accounts  I  had  read,  but  like- 
wife  a  great  Number  of  Experiments 
I  have  made,  that  induced  me  to  be 
an  Advocate  for  it. 

It  may  be  urged  indeed,  that 
Matter  of  Fact  wants  not  to  be  af- 
fifted  with  Arguments ;  yet  cer¬ 
tainly 
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tainly  io  Noble  a  Medicine  deferves 
more  than  a  few  curfory  Remarks ; 
and  its  Method  of  Operating  ought 
to  be  proved  in  a  rational  Man¬ 
ner,  as  well  as  its  Succefs  attefl> 

*  %  .  .*  *  •  |  * 

jed  by  Fads  ajid  practical  Obfer- 
vations. 

Perhaps  thofe  who  explode  the 
Ufe  of  its  internal  Application,  may 
think  that  we  have  taken  upon  us 
a  ufelefs  or  idle  Employment ;  or 
that  we  are  enamour’d  with  the 
Succefs  of  a  few  Experiments,  which 
will  be  related  hereafter.  In  An-  • 
fwer  to  this,  we  do  fay,  that  Ex¬ 
periments,  fairly  made,  muft  carry 
Convidion  with  them,  tho’  Millions 
of  Scruples  and  Objedions  fhould 
be  rais’d ;  for  by  thefe  Experiments 
Fads  will  be  explained,  and  the 
Modus  Ofcrandi  of  Crude  Mercury  as 

eafily 


i 
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eafily  accounted  for,  as  of  any  the 
mofl  known  Medicine  in  the  Ma~ 
tcna  Medica. 

i  .  ,  . 

.  \  — 

The  fuppofed  Novelty  of  the  Sub¬ 
ject,  and  the  Oppofition  made  to 
Crude  Mercury ,  may  poffib'y  be 
thought  a  fufhcient  Reafon  for  us 
not  to  have  undertaken  this  Task  ; 
but  we  think  differently,  and  would 
fcorn,  when  an  Opportunity  offers, 
to  forbear  lending  a  Helping-hand 
in  Support  of  a  Publick  Benefit,  not- 
withftanding  we  are  fenfible,  that 
Cenfure  is  the  common  Reward  of 
fuch  Undertakings. 


Concurrent  with  mine  has  been 
the  Opinion  of  my  Friends,  to  whom 
this  has  been  partly  communicated, 
upon  which  I  refolved  to  publifh 
thefe  Obfervations :  Not  that  I  af¬ 
fect 
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f  «*  *  , 

fed  Novelty ,  and  would  introduce 

new  Syftems  in  Phyfick ;  but  that 
having  been  a  diligent  Obferver  of 
the  Succefs  of  old  Forms,  and  where 
thefe  have  manifeftly  fail’d,  as  it  is 
my  Duty,  I  recommend  That  which 
may  have  a  more  definable  Iffue. 

■  ■  .  C  \  ,  ,  , 

The  Cafes  that  illuftrate  this  Work 

were  all  under  my  own  Infpedion, 
where  I  had  fufficient  Opportunity 
to  watch  and  obferve  every  Varia¬ 
tion. 

I  have  depended  upon  no  Rela¬ 
tions  whatfoever  from  other  Hands, 
tho’  I  might  have  had  enough  to 
have  fill’d  a  Volume. 

.  'V 

Whatfoever  ill  Symptoms  arifing 
from  the  Ufe  of  Crude  Mercury >  which 
fome  of  the  Opponents  to  it  havel 

clili 
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diligently  enquir’d  after  and  expos’d,/ 
have  never  interrupted  me  in  thofe 
Cafes  where  I  have  apply’d  it ;  if 
any  had  been  excited,  the  World 
fhould  have  had  the  Bad  with  the 
Good ;  and  I  would  have  been  no 
lefs  curious  in  remarking  them,  than 
in  recording  the  happy  Succefies 
which  the  Reader  will  find  in  the 
following  Sheets. 
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By  Reafon  of  the  Carelefsnefs  of  the  Printer,  we  are  obliged 
to  add  the  following  Errata  and  Corrections. 

PREFACE ,  page  i.  line  8.  for  gain  yet,  read  yet  gain.  Introdutticn , 
p.  2.  /.  6.  for  fyftems,  r  fymptoms.  P.  5.  /.  19.  for  extraordinary 
r.  extraordinary.  P.  5*  /.  13.  /or  is,  7*.  is,  /.  16.  for  and  enabled,  r.  and 
be  enabled.  P.  8.  /i»e  the  laid,  for  previous,  r  pervious.  P.9.  /.  3. 
/or  fiicceeding  this,  r.  fucceeding  this.  Part  I.  cap.  3.  p.  18.  /.  17.  /or 
of  thefe,  r.  by  thefe.  Cap- 4.  p.  31.  /.  9.  /or  Quick-Silver,  r.  Quick- 
Silver.  Grp.  5.  p.  36.  /.  10. /or  proceed,  r.  proceeded.  P.  37.  /.  1.  for 
and  this,  r.  but  this.  Cap  6.  p.  31.  /.  17.  f»r  Attraction,  r.  Att ra&ion. 
Part  II.  cap.\.  p.  54.  /.  7.  /or  foms,  r.  fome.  X.  10.  for  adorant,  r.  odo¬ 
rant.  X.  1 1.  /  r  Fffluvia,  r.  Effluvia.  P.  56.  /.  3.  for  Scrum,  r.  Serum. 
X.  21.  leave  out  that  are.  Cap.  2.  p.6 o.  /.  11.  <z/ter  anus,  are 
return'd  by  the  Mouth ;  Cap.  3.  p.  75.  /.  10.  for  Phgenomina,  r.  Phoeno- 
mena.  P.78.  1.  3.  and  l .  12.  for  Scrum,  r.  Serum.  P.79.  /.  the  /a}}, 
and p.  83./.  1  ^  for  Scrum,  /*.  Serum.  X.  17.  /or  Pain,  r.  Pains.  Cap .  4. 
p.  .86  /.  3.  /or  Bellini,  Fores,  r.  Bellini  Pores.  Margin,  for  Secradon  r. 
Secretion.  X.  1 5.  for  Scrum,  r.  Serum.  P.  88.  /.  i./or  Secretion,  r . 
Secretion.  P.94.  A  19*  cat  I  muft  confefs.  P.  95.  1.  23.  /or 

Filements,  /-.Filaments.  X.  Az/?,  /or  Bamus, r. Ramus.  Gzp. 4.  p.  96. 
/.  13.  for  noting,  r.  nothing.  Ccncluficn ,  p .  105.  A3,  /or  in  the  Oncer,  r. 
The  Cancer.  Poft-Jcript,  p.  113.  /.  5./orPo2es,r.Dofes. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Ello/le ,  the  honeft  and  ingenious 
Author  of  the  Hoff  it  al  Surgeon , 
has  introduced  his  lecond  Vo¬ 
lume  of  that  excellent  Work, 
•  by  publifhing  the  fingular  Vir¬ 
tues  and  Effects  of  Quick-Silver ,  which  he 
ftyles,  The  Miracle  of  Nature ,  and  the 
greateft  Gift  of  Providence  in  the  whole 

a  Materia 
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Materia  Medica>  efpecially  in  the  Cure  of 
Chronical  Difeafes. 

In  this  Tribe  ot  Difeafes,  we  are  to  ob- 
ferve  the  Procefs  and  length  of  Time,  the 
gradual  Increment  of  old  and  Rile  of  new 
Syftems,  by  which  they  will  fometimes  af- 
fume  the  Shape  of  different  Difeafes,  one 
Complaint  being  fo  complicated  with  an¬ 
other. 

.  *>  ir  -i"  *  . 

By  their  long  Continuance  the  Habit  is 
deftroy’d,  the  Tone  of  the  Fibres  relax’d, 
their  Elafticity  or  Springinefs  is  deprav’d, 
the  Blood,  by  a  flow  and  unequal  Circu¬ 
lation,  grows  vifcid  and  ropy,  its  Confift- 
ence  fp, pil’d.  , 

C’  S  4  '  W-JL  L  5  l  Ji  1 T 

%  ...  ,u  >  ^  y.  , 

Thus  they  become  too  obftinate,  or  too 
firmly  fix’d  to  give  Way  to  lefs  powerful 
Remedies  and  Applications,  whole  Particles 
confifl:  not  of  that  peculiar  and  fpeeifick 
Form,  Weight ,  and  Fluidity ,  fo  evident  in 

Crude 
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Crude  Mercury ;  that  by  their  Diffimilaritjr 
to  the  Globules  of  the  animal  Blood,  can¬ 
not  lo  conveniently  mingle  and  circulate 
therewith,  to  tlie  End*  that  they  may  force 
away,  or  break  through  the  Stops  and  Lets 
or  Obftru&ions,  the  original  Caufe  of  moft, 
if  not  all  Chronical  Difeafes.  a  , 

.  i  *  • 

■ ,  '*  i  . . ,  “  f  t  *  *  ‘"%T* 

But  this  Fluid  being  introduc’d,  whole 
Gravity  is  fufficient  to  break  thro’  all  Ob- 
ftruftions,  and  whole  form  and  Fluidity  are 

:  -  -  -  r  >  ,  .  .  t  ,  ’ 

nearly  fimilar  with  the  Blood,  by  which 
it;  is  capacitated  to  mix  and  unite  with 
the  fanguineous  Globules,  it  will  accelerate 
the  Circulation,  and  reftore  Elafticity  to  the 
Fibres  of  the  Solids;  and  without  this  be 
performed,  the  unavoidable  Conlequence  is 
Stagnation  and  Putrefaction*  " 

t  .  •  .  •  *.  u  ■- 

*  *  r  f  t  -  ’  r-\  v 

>  •  f  /  iv  iifr*  *  \  ’  ,  ,**v  *  **  * 

- .  v  *'  »*.  *  v'  I  ^  *  i .  ■  •*  >  *  '  * 

In  Cafes  of  this  Nature,  Recourfe  has 
always  been  made  to  the  Clafs  of  Deter * 
gents  or  Deobftrnents  inferted  in  our  Dif 
-  as  penlatories ; 
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penfatorie$;  from  the  Tribe  of  Herbs  ac¬ 
counted  aperient  and  cleanfing,  we  advance 
to  the  Milk,  the  Flejh,  and  the  naufeous 
Excrement  of  Animals ;  and  then  we  pro¬ 
ceed  to  Metals  and  Minerals ;  and  that 
which  brings  up  the  Rear  is  Quick- 
Silver. 


The  Gals  of  Herbs*  have  been  long 
efteem’d  aperient  and  cleanfing ;  but  truly 
the  moft  I  know  of  many  of  them,  is,  that 

••  «  w  -  , 

they  are  merely  expeBative ; .  and  perhaps 

1  •  ; 

the  greateft  Good  proceeding  therefrom, 
has  been  principally  owing  to  that  um- 
verlal  Menfiruum ,  or  DilTolvent ,  Fair- 
Water \ 

*  • 

'  ■  ’  ,  r  *  ,  •*  -  f 

L  '  •*  -  .=  •  J  *  • 

6t  And  tho-*  Water  is  acknowledged  to  b 6 
a  the  moft  univerfal  DilTolver  of  all  Salts 
£‘  of  all  Kinds,  and  would  certainly  diffolve 
“  the  Concretions  in  the  larger  VelTels,  and 
“  help  to  carry  them  out  of  the  Habit; 
{l  yet  it  not  having  Activity  nor  Weight 
"  •'  ‘‘  enough 
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enough  to  penetrate  the  fmaller  Veffels, 
“  where  the  Danger  is  moft,  and  the  Want 
greateft,  it  cannot  be  alone  fufficient 


a 


\r  >  ■  * 

'  ■  -  &  j 
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“  Thole  Medicines,  therefore,  that  are 
“  of  the  moft  a&iye  Kind,  and  to  whole 
“  volatile  Particles  Weight  is  join’d,  can 
‘‘  moft  readily  pervade  the  Solids,  and  infi- 
“  nuate  into  the  inmoft  Receffes  of  the  Ha- 


bit ”  And  if  Rotundity  be  added  to 
thele  Qualities,  there  can  he  no  Fear  of 
Irritation  and  Acrimony ,  which  would  cer¬ 
tainly  arile  from  a  different  Structure  of 
their  component  Parts. 


It  is  true,  indeed,  that  the  Preparations 
of  Iron  and  the  Chalybeate  Waters  are  very 
efficacious  ;  but  in  what  Manner  are  thele 
Effeffs  produc’d  P  Is  it  not  owing  to  their 
extraotdinary  Weight?  To  this  may  be 
added  two  other  Properties  (vizi)  ElaftR 
city  and  Ajiringency ,  both  of  which,  as 

a  l  they 
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they  penetrate  the  Yeflels,  ferve  to  corro¬ 
borate  th$jr  Fibres;!  the  one  introducing 
a  fecontl  Motion  equal  to  the  firft,  which 
may  be  called  Re-affion ;  the  other  bracing 
up,  reftoring  and  confirming  the  natural 
Tone  thereof. 


k  (  *  5f 

Li  l 
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This  latter  Quality,  i.  e.  Jftringeney r,  is 
very  obvious ;  for  when  the  Particles  of  Iron 
are  admitted  into  the  Stomach,  they  will 
fo  corrugate  and  contraft  the  mufcular  Fi¬ 
bres  of  it,  as  to  turn  Emetick ,  by  which 
they  are  frequently  eje&ed.  * 


( . 


71  f; 


The  Ufe  of  both  thefe  Properties  then,  is  to 
reftore  the  impair'd  Solidity  and  Spring! nefs 
of  the  Fibres,  by  which  otliey  may  perform 
a  forcible*  ContraHioh,  and  enabled  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  Secretions  with  i  greater  Force  and 
RapiditVi.  1 ..  ..  A 

VPfTi  2lfh  ,  .  f  . 

<?  ..  I  •  a-  tj  ■  *  4  -  •  •  w  2  u-  »  *  w  *  *  - 

But  as  theJe  come  .Abort  of  the  fpecifick 
Gravity,,  the  Form,  and  Fluidity  of  Crude 
. .  a  /  .  Mercury 
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Mercury ,  as  there  is  no  Analogy  of  their 
Particles,  they  can  bear  no  Companion. 

•  r  *  •  f  ir 

*  *■■*■■*  »-•  -  4.«  £.*->  -  .  J  v.»  t  1  >  ** 

*  '  *  » 

For  the  Particles  of  Iron  or  S/^/^confift 

7o 

of  fharp-pointed  angular  Forms,  and  natu¬ 
rally  fhoot  into  SpicuU,  or  Chryftals,  as 
will  appear  when  we  make  the  Sal .  Mar - 
tis ;  they  are  juftly  allowed  a  Place  in  this 
Clals,  becaufe  the  Manner  of  their  ACtion 
is  rational,  not  vainly  expeftative,  and  can 
give  Place  to  none  but  the  Mercurial  Glo - 
lules* 

\  .  f 

Now  as  this  Grand  Remedy  (tho’  an 
old  Refident  in  the  Materia  Medico)  is 
newly  revived  or  practis’d,  having  been 
encounter’d  with  no  little  Oppofition,  whole 
Fate  at  this  Time  is  too  like  that  of  the 
Bark  of  Peru ,  at  its  firft  Introduction,  it 
cannot  be  amifs  to  remark  thole  Experi¬ 
ments  and  Obfervations  that  produc’d  in 
me  Convi&ion,  at  a  Time  when  I  ran  into 
the  received  Opinion,  and  endeavoured,  by 

a  4  various 
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various  Methods,  to  raife  Ibme  mighty  Ob¬ 
jections  to  this  new  Scheme :  But  repeat¬ 
ed  Trials  affording  nothing  more  than 
what  was  truly  in  Favour  of  it,  I  refted 
allured  of  the  fuperior  Excellence  of  this 
Drug  to  all  others  about  which  I  have 
made  any  Obfervation,  and  confirm’d  me, 
as  far  as  Experiments  can  eftablifh,  of  the 
Neceffity  of  its  Ufe  in  many  Cafes,  Acute 
and  Chfonick,  whereof  Numbers  have  hi¬ 
therto  entirely  evaded,  or  held  out  againft 
the  unwearied  and  united  Efforts  of  all 
thole  Gaffes  of  Remedies  appropriated  for 
fuch  Ufes,  and  varioufly  compounded. 

u  Mercury  (fays  Dr.  Cheyne )  is  the 
i:  only  Fluid  in  Nature  (except  Water) 
i£  fit  to  circulate  through  hollow  animal 
*  T ubes  ;  two  of  the  others,  Light  anc} 
u  /Ether ,  can  hardly  be  retain’d  in  them ; 
u  its  greater  Weight  than  any  other  Kinds 
a  of  Matter  (except  Gold)  makes  it  the 
a  moff  capable  to  force  its  Way;  but  then 
‘  V  '  >  Gold 
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iC  Gold ,  and  all  other  Minerals,  having  no 
u  innate  Fluidity ,  nor  natural  Rvtundity  of 
f6  Particles,  muft  be  always  carried  inWa- 
<c  ter  to  be  introduced  into  an  *  animal 
“  Habit,  with  which  they  never  kindly 

“  miv  ” 

mix.  *  % 


And  again ;  “  Liquid  QuicbSilver  will 
u  do  great  Service  in  beginning  Plicatures 
<c  of  the  Inteftines,  Obftruftions  of  their 
“  Glands  and  Valves ;  and  in  Foulnefles, 
“  and  in  hard  Concretions  or  ObftruCtions 

»  i  '  ■  '  ' 

“  bred  in  the  Mouths  of  the  Lafleals, 
“  (which  are  often  Cafes  where  the  Syrup- 
“  toms,  common  to  other  Difeafes,  will 
‘f  not  admit  of  a  certain  Difeinftion,)  -but 
“  eminently  lb  in  Afihmatick  Cafes,  above 
*f  all  other  Medicines.  By  its  Weight 
“  only,  forcing  open  the  obftrufted  Mouths 
“  of  the  LaH eals,  and  its  Steams  thereby 
“  entering  the  Habit,  attenuate  the  vifcid 
“  Juices  of  the  Lungs ,  and  render  them 
f*  previous,  and  lo  promote  Expectoration ; 

**  and 
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a  and  I  think  {fays  he)  other  more  ap- 
u  propriated  and  fpecifick  Medicines,  not 
u  fucceeding  this,  ought  to  be  tried  in  all 
u  Cafes  of  the  Alimentary  Tule ,  fince  it 
“  is  as  innocent  and  fafe  as  Afss  Milk” 

It  is  needlefs  to  fpend  farther  Time  in 
citing  Authorities  for  that  which,  upon 
due  Examination,  carries  its  own  Praife: 
.therefore  fhall  proceed  to  examine  the  fe* 
veral  Objections  to  Crude  Mercury ,  and 
explain  the  feveral  Propofitions  ftated  in 
the  following  Chapters,  containing  the  firft 
or  doCtrinal  Part  of  this  Treadle;  which 
are, 

S'  l  ^  r  *  ^  *  r  \ 
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Whether  Crude  Mercury,  inwardly 

■<„  apply  d,  will  [ublimc,  or  give  Rife 
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to  a  Salivation. 
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That  Mercury  Crude  ought  he  rightly 


diflinguifhed,  (from  the  various  Pre- 

'  '  jL  t  -t 

partitions  of  it ,  efpecially  Chymi- 
.  cal,)  as  to  its  Effects  and  Caufes  j 
wherein  will  be  confiered  the  fila- 

O  ‘  ' 

.  ture  of  the  Mercurial  Particles  un¬ 
prepared  ;  the  true  ‘Differ cnee  be¬ 
tween  which ,  and  the  Chymical 
Preparations  thereof  is  fated ,  oc- 
caponed  either  by  their  Compofition , 
or  the  Ajffiance  of  Fire. 
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That  external  Frisians  of  Mercurys 
raipng  a  Ptyalifm,  can  be  no  Ar - 
.  :  :  :  "  ,  gument 
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gument  to  grove,  that.  Crude  Mer^ 
cury,  inwardly  apply  d,  will  effeft 
the  like. 
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Whether  Crude  Mercury  will  mix 
and  incorporate  with  the  'circulating 
Juices?  Wherein  wilt  be  impar* 
lially  related  the  SttOCcjs  of  fever al 
>eriments. 
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An  Enquiry  into  the  Nature  of  the 
Animal  Fluids,  that  have  received 
this  Aptitude  to  mix  and  incorpo •? 
rate  with  the  Mercurial  Globules, 
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Some  'Properties  of  Crude  Mercury 
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obfervd'y  together  'with  the  great 
XJfes  of  Cinnabar. 
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-  And  then,  we  propole  to  confirm  this 
this  Doftrine,  Secondly,  by  confidering, 
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Crude  Mercury,  with  regard  to  the 
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Manner  of  Operation. 
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Its  Ufes  in  the  Cure  of  the  Iliac  Paf- 


fion,  and  other  Difeafes  of  the  In* 
teflines. 
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Its  Ufes  in  the  Cure  of  Rheumaticks. 
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In  the  Gravel  and  Stone. 
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And,  in  the  Conclufion,  to  recommend 
it  in  many  other  Chronical  Cafes. 
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PARTI. 


CHAP,  I. 

Whether  Crude  Mercury  inwardly  af  fif'd 
will  fublime,  or  give  Rife  to  a  Salivation. 


H|  HIS  is  the  only  Objection  of  any 

l  >*£&l  TT1  %  *  «  «  •  « 


Force  that  can  he  made  to  it ;  and 
altho’  the  Affirmative,  viz.  that  it 
may  falivate,  cannot  be  entirely  denied,  yet 

B  the 
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the  Force  of  it  will  he  very  much  diminifh’d, 
when  we  confider,  firft,  that  this  Symptom 
molt  rarely  is  excited ;  for  if  we  appeal  to 
Pra&ice,  it  is  manilell  that  among  thg  great 
Numbers  who  have,  and  do  frequently  ufe 
it,  and  in  large  Quantities,  for  a  long  Conti¬ 
nuance,  this  Accident  has  hardly  ever  inter¬ 
vened  :  Secondly,  if  we  remark  thole  Cafes 
which  it  has  attended,  it  will  be  found  to 
have  been  only  a  gentle  moderate  Spitting 
for  a  few  Days,  without  thole  tormenting 
Symptoms  flowing  from  an  intended  Salir 
yation. 

*1 £T  7  ;  7 r  *  r~  |  r  r  r  /.  r  f  4 

If  i  J  ’  •  \  ■  \ 

Again,  if  we  confider  'with  how  great 
Difficulty  Mercury  is  at  all  fublimed,  it  is 
fcarce  poffible  to  imagine,  that  a  Sublima¬ 
tion  fhould  be  performed  by  the  fingle  Effect 
of  the  gentle  Heat  of  the  Body  only,  that 
is  with  jo  much  Difficulty  to  be  procured  by 
the  greateft  Degrees  of  Heat  applied  in  al] 
the  chymical  Experiments  of  that  Nature. 
We  acknowledge  that  a  Difcharge  by  the 
falwary  Glands  may  be  excited,  which  Expe¬ 
rience  teftifies  is  extremely  moderate,  and 
of  fhort  Duration,  peidi?rps  of  two  or  three 
;Davs,  •  - 

A  t  >;  4  '*  * 
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But  let  this  Objeftion  ftand  in  the  full 
Force  the  Authors  of  it  defign ;  of  whom  I 
would  ask  this  Queftion,  Will  not  a  Droffical, 
a  Gouty ,  op  Afthmatic  Patient  fubmit  even  to 
a  Salivation  in  the  ftrongeft  Senle,  provided 
they  may  have  a  Probability  of  a  Cure  by 
this  Method  ?  The  Affirmative  will  be 
granted ;  Numbers  have  fubmitted,  and  I 
with  I  could  fay  one  fourth  Part  have  reap’d 
Succefs. 

Is  it  not  our  daily  Practice  to  enjoin  our 
Leprous ,  our  Venereal ,  and  Scrofhulous  Par 
tients  to  undergo  all  that  horrid  Train  of 

r  - 

Symptoms  ?  And  how  often  have  our  Hopes 
been  difappointed,  when  that  fevere  Opera¬ 
tion  has  been  again  and  again  repeated  1 

a  And  fhould  the  Flux  be  carried  to  fuch 
cc  a  Degree,  as  is  requifite  to  exterminate  the 
u  Difeafe,  the  unhappy  Patient  is  then  in  the 
u  utmoft  Peril  of  finking  under  it.” 

,  .  'A  i 

I  have  adminifier’d  it  with  the  moft  hap¬ 
py  Succefs,  when  the  ufual  Applications  have 
been  attended  with  lb  little  Hopes  of  Amend¬ 
ment,  as  not  only  to  tire  out  the  unfortunate 
Patient,  but  even  his  Attendants;  who  by 

B  2  .  fuccefslefs 
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fuccelslels  Remedies  has  languifhed  not  on¬ 
ly  Days,  but  Weeks,  and  Months,  with  lin¬ 
gering  tho’  acute  Pains  ;  the  Stomach  nau- 
feated  with  vain  Repetitions  of#  Medicines 
without  Number, ’till  he  has  paffed  on  thro’ 
the  whole  Circle  of  Attenuates ,  Deobftru - 
entsy  Sudor ificks ,  Cathartics ,  Blifters,  and 
what  not  ?  ’till  at  laft  he  has  received  this 
poor  Comfort,  this  only  Hope,  that  as  Art 
cannot  prevail,  lb  it  mud  be  left  to  Nature 
to  work  out  a  Deliverance  for  him;  and  if 
lie  comes  off  with  Life  ’tis  well,  notwith- 
ftanding  he  has  juft  Caufe  to  fear,  if  he  reco¬ 
vers  by  flow  Degrees,  that  the  next  Cold  he 
takes,  the  next  Irregularity  he  is  guilty  of, 
will  fubje£t  him  to  a  Return  or  Relapfe  of 
the  fame  unmerciful  Jnddpofition,  and  then 
he  knows  his  Doom,  all  to  go  through 
again,  the  lame  Courfe  to  purfue,  and  with 
as  little  Expectation  of  Relief. 

X  1  *  j.  •  *  *  **  ■  *  • * "  * 
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Wherefore  it  is  furprifing,  that  in  thole 

•  j  .  » 

Difeafes,  where  our  Ends  and  Deligns  are  lb 
manifeftly  eluded,  that  we  do  ftiil  io  rigidly 
contend  for  the  old  Forms  under  fuch  evi-  - 
dent  Difadvantages,  which  to  me  appear  un- 
furmou n table,  and  will  not  give  into  the 

Ufe 
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Ufe  of  a  Remedy  fo  innocent y  and  attended 
with  aflured  Succefs . 

When  the  Reputation  of  the  memorable 
Cures  performed  by  Crude  Mercury  came 
into  publick  Difcourfe,  I  refolved  to  fet  about 
fome  Experiments  with  it,  in  order  to  as¬ 
certain  mylelf,  and  a  few  P  riends,  of  its  In- 
nocency ,  or  poifonous  Qualities  upon  Brutesy 
according  to  the  ufiial  Cuftom,  to  be  inform’d 
of  the  Effects  and  Properties  of  Things  which 
heretofore  we  knew  little  of. 

I  procured  forne  Dogs,  which  I  fhut  up  Exper.  1. 
in  a  clean  Place,  and  gave  to  each  an  Ounce 
of  Crude  Mercury,  and  repeated  the  Quan¬ 
tity  every  Day,  for  fix  Days,  without  any 
vifible  Effect,  fetting  afide  more  frequent 
Deje&ions  of  the  Excrements  together  with 
the  Mercury,  lometimes  in  two  Hours,  fome- 
times  in  four  Hours,  and  fometimes  in  fix  or 
eight,  after  it  had  been  poured  down,  which 
I  found  to  differ  only  according  to  the 
Quantity  of  the  Food  taken  occafionally,  as 
when  the  Bowels  were  emptieft,  the  looner; 
and  when  replete,  the  later  the  Dejeftion. 

They  had  ftill  the  fame  Appetite  to  eat  and 
drink,  without  any  other  Alteration  what- 

B  5  foever, 
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fbever,  than  what  is  above  related.  I  kept 
the  Dogs  a  Week  longer,  and  then  difmifskl 
them,  £s  fafe  and  found  as  before,  and,  I 
dare  fay,  in  as  good  Condition  as  ever. 

While  I  was  amufing  myfelf  with  thefo, 
and  other  Experiments,  fome  Patients  of¬ 
fered,  as  willing  to  be  cured  by  that  Re¬ 
medy  as  by  another,  which  I  refer  the 
Reader  to  confult,  being  digefted,  under  the 
feveral  Difeafes  hereafter  fpecify’d  under  the 
fecond  Head,  or  curative  Part  of  this  Dif- 
courie ;  only  I  fha'Il  obferve,  that  not  the  leaft 
Evacuation  was  excited  by  the  falivary 
VefTels,  no  ill  Symptoms  of  its  poifonous 
and  deleterious  Qualities. 
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That  Mercury  Crude  ought  to  he  rightly 
diftinguifhed  ( from  the  various  Prepara¬ 
tions  of  it ,  efpe  daily  Chymical)  as  to 
its  Effects  and  Caufes  ;  wherein  will  be 
consider'd  the  Nature  of  the  Mercurial 
Particles  unprepared ;  the  true  Difference 
between  which  and  the  Chymical  Pre¬ 
parations  thereof  is  ftatedy  occafioned 
either  by  their  Competition $  or  the  Aff 
f fiance  of  Fire. 


TH  E  Contents  of  this  Chapter  pro¬ 
ceed  from  an  Objection  founded  by 
thole  who  very  erroneoufly  confound  the 
Mercurial  Particles,  when  Crude ,  with  the 
various  Preparations ,  when  harrafs'd  and 
torn  to  Pieces  by  the  Salts  they  are  com¬ 
pounded  with,  and  by  the  Interpofition  of 
fire  ;  and  thence  conclude,  that  Crude 
Mercury  is  a  violent  Cauftic ,  that  may  not 
only  deftroy  the  Texture  of  the  Juices, 
the  fibrous  Parts  of  the  Blood,  but  thaj 
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may  alfo  difunite  and  tear  afiinder  the 
whole  Compages  of  the  Solids . 

This  Objection,  that  bears  lo  formidable 
an  Afpebt,  will  be  eafily  folv’d,  by  conlider- 
ing  the  Form  and  Figure  «of  the  Mercurial 
Particles;  from  whence,  Realon  will  teach 
us,  arifes  the  different  Modus  of  Operation. 

And  this  we  fhall  do,  by  comparing  the 
Particles  of  the  Crude  with  thofe  that  are 
compounded  of  other  Bodies  :  And  here  it 
will  be  neceffary  to  premife,  that  as  Lewen - 
hoeck  obfervM  the  Blood  to  confift  of  glo¬ 
bular  Particles,  lo  likewife  does  Mercury ; 
for  upon  the  Touch  it  evidently  divides  in¬ 
to  a  great  Number  of  Spheres ,  of  different 
Magnitudes. 

Exper  II.  If  Mercury  be  rubb’d  in  a  Mortar  with 
Vinegar ,  the  Parts  will  appear  extremely 
divided,  infomuch  as  they  will  be  render’d 
imperceptibly  fmall ;  and  one  Drop  may 
probably  contain  a  Million  of  Globules. 

Among  the  Chymical  Preparations,  that 
which  in  the  Shops  is  called  Callomel>  is 
by  far  the  mildeft;  which  is  made  by  a 

Compo- 
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Compofition  of  Corrofive  Sublimate  four 
Ounces,  Quickfiilver  three  Ounces,  rubb’d' 
together  in  a  Glaft  Mortar  till  the  Glo¬ 
bules  difappear ;  put  all  into  a  Bolt  Head, 
plac’d  in  a  Sand  Heat  for  three  Hours, 
and  again  for  three  Hours  longer ;  when 
it  is  cold,  break  the  Glals,  and  feparate 
the  Sublmate ;  powder  it  again,  repeat  the 
Sublimation  after  the  fame  Manner  to  the 
third  Time,  and  it  becomes  Mercurius  Sub - 
limatus  Dulcis  ;  and  if  it  be  farther  re¬ 
peated  to  the  fixth  time,  it  is  called  CaU 
lomeL 

»  r  r  y 

Now  let  us  look  back  to  confider  the 
Compofition  of  Corrofive  Sublimate ,  a  prin¬ 
cipal  Ingredient  in  this  Medicine,  which  is 
made  of  calcin’d  Vitriol ,  common  Salt,  pu¬ 
rified  Nitre ,  and  Crude  Mercury ,  rubb’d  to¬ 
gether,  and  put  into  a  Mattrafs,  plac’d  in 
a  Sand  Heat,  the  Fire  to  be  increas’d  to 
the  higheft  Degree  for  twelve  or  fixteen 
Hours,  and  the  Mercury  will  be  fublimd. 

From  hence,  from  fuch  Preparations  as 
thefe,  the  Figure  of  the  Mercurial  Particles 
is  quite  altered,  from  a  round,  fmooth, 

and 
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and  perfeftly  polite  Surface,  it  becomes 
rough,  pointed,  and  angular  ;  charg’d  and 
loaded  with  the  Salts  extracted  from  the 
other  Ingredients  in  this  tedious  Procefs. 

From  all  which,  it  cannot  but  be  obvi¬ 
ous  to  every  one,  what  a  Change  and  Al¬ 
teration  there  is  necelfarily  produc’d,  when 
it  is  mix’d  and  blended  with  Bodies  that 
tear  afunder,  and  deftroy  the  priftine  Ap¬ 
pearance  of  its  Particles,  and  afterwards 
when  it  is  tortur’d)  and  torrefied  with  re¬ 
peated  Fires  to  the  higheft  Degree,  for  fe- 
Veral  Hours,  and  that  again  repeated  to 
the  fixth  Time  before  it  be  render’d  mild 
enough.  And  then  it  muft  be  very  cau* 
tioufly  ufed,  left  it  produces  a  Salivation : 
And,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  Expreffion, 
the  Mercury  is  fpoiled,  by  incorporating  it 
with  fuch  cauftic  Bodies,  whole  Spicuhz  are 
rivetted  in,  and  dart  out  from  every  Side 
of  its  Surface ;  and  yet  even  this  is  the 
mildeft  Chymkal  Preparation  of  it. 

Now  to  underftand,  diftinftly,  how  a  Sim* 
pie,  as  Crude  Mercury ,  of  Angular  Innocence 
and  Efficacy ,  is  converted  into  a  Poifon  in 

the 
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the  Corrofive  Sublimate,  it  is  requifite  to 
obferve  and  attend  the  leveral  Steps  and 
Gradations  of  that  Procels. 

In  this  Compofition  the  Mercurial  Gloluli 
are,  as  it  were,  ft  tick  full  of  fharp  Salts 
from  the  Aqua  Fortis ,  or,  which  is  the  fame 
Thing,  from  the  Vitriol ,  the  Salt ,  and  the 
Nitre ;  that  each  Particle  may  properly 
enough  be  laid  to  referable  a  Ball  ftuck 
round  with  fharp  Needles. 

The  firft  manifeft  Alteration ,  or  new 
Quality  produc’d,  is  in  that  moft  neceffary 
one,  the  Fluidity  of  Mercury ;  for  their 
rolling  about  in  fuch  an  acid  Menjlmumy 
until  they  become  full  of  thofe  faline  Spi- 
cula ,  changes  their  fmooth  into  a  very  un¬ 
equal  Surface  \  whereby  they  can  no  longer 
Hide  over  one  another,  but  become  per¬ 
manent  and  fix’d. 

And  moreover,  the  fiery  Particles ,  the 
acid  Salts ,  and  continual  Agitation ,  tear  to 
Pieces,  and  infinitely  divide  the  Globules  ; 
as  is  manifeft  by  their  affuming  a  new 
Form ,  and  differing  in  fyecific  Gravity . 


In 
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In  this,  therefore,  (  viz. )  the  Alteration 
of  their  fyherical  Form  and  Fluidity ,  feem  to 
concur,  to  change  thofe  T  hings  into  mif- 
chievous  Confequences,  which  feparately 
and  originally  had  none. 

The  Salts  being  driven  into  the  Mercu¬ 
rial  Globules ,  gives  them  Points  which  they 
had  not  before  ;  and  the  Mercurial  Glo¬ 
bules  add  to  the  f aline  Particles  a  Gravity 
which  they  had  not  without  them. 

Crude  Mercury ,  by  its  Weight,  being  in 
Circulation  with  the  Juices,  will  ftrike  hard 
upon  whatfoever  it  meets  with,  that  ob- 
ftrufts  the  Paffage  ;  but  for  Want  of  An¬ 
gles  or  Poi?its ,  cannot  vellicate  the  Parts  ; 
and  the  faline  Particles,  tho’  they  have 
Points ,  having  not  Force  nor  Weight  enough 
to  drive  them  into  the  Membranes,  cannot 

*  \  r  * 

do  much  Harm,  or  excite  much  Pain.  But 
when  by  this  Procefs  they  are  join’d  toge¬ 
ther,  the  Weight  of  the  Mercury  drives  in 
the  faline  Spicula  like  Wedges,  and  capaci¬ 
tates  them  to  cut  and  tear  to  Pieces  what¬ 
ever  falls  in  their  Way. 


The 
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The  Conftquences  of  this  Poilbn  alio  ma- 
nifeft  fbm-ething  like  this  to  be  the  Texture 
of  its  Parts ;  becauft  it  occafions  violent 
Gripings ,  Difte?ition  of  the  Belly,  a  flimy 
Troth  by  Vomit,  Bloody  Stools ,  and  an  into¬ 
lerable  Heat  and  Thirfl ,  with  Cold  Sweats , 
Tremblings ,  and  Convulfions  ;  which  Symp¬ 
toms  demonftrate  uncommon  Twitchings 
and  Vellications  of  the  fibrous  and  mem¬ 
branous  Parts. 

And  thus  thele  Chryflals ,  or  arm’d  Balls, 
as  fo  many  Knives  and  Daggers,  flab  and 
wound  the  tender  nervous  Coats  of  the 
Inteftines,  and  of  all  the  Veflels  they  pals 
through ;  whereby  they  ftrape  off  and  carry 
away  that  natural  Mucus  which  would  de¬ 
fend  them  againft  lefs  powerful  Inftruments, 
tear  off  the  Extremities  of  the  Veflels,  and 
draw  Blood  itftlf;  and  if  they  arrive  lb 
far  as  the  Capillaries  in  the  ordinary  Cir¬ 
culation,  they  muff  of  NecelAty  flick  there; 
whereupon  Tumefaffion  and  Inflammation 
arifts  by  this  Conofion  of  their  ftnfible 
Membranes,  the  Blood  ftagnates,  the  Parts 
farther  inflame,  until  all  terminates  in  a 
Gangrene .  And  altho’  theft  Inftruments 

are 
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are  fingly  fmall,  yet  being  many  in  Num¬ 
ber,  make  up  one  continued  and  incurable 
Mortification . 

I  would  not  be  lb  unfair  a  Reaforier  to 
build  upon  this  only  Foundation,  and  then 
conclude,  that  all  the  Chymical  Prepara¬ 
tions  of  Mercury  contain  in  them  the  lame 
Degree  of  Virulence  :  No,  for,  by  a  Re - 
Sublimation ,  ’tis  manifeft,  as  in  the  Callor 
mel,  they  lole,  in  great  meafure,  thele  cor- 
rofivc  Qualities  ;  but  even  in  this,  it  only 
differs  as  fius  and  minus ;  they  are  only 
mitigated,  not  entirely  difengaged,  and  in 
the  mi  hi  eft  Medicine  of  this  Sort  (as  I 
have  inftanc’d)  far  from  being  deftroyed  ; 
notwithftanding,  as  was  before  obierved, 
there  be  an  Addition  of  Crude  Mercury , 
as  three  Parts  to  four  of  the  Corrojive  Sub¬ 
limate ,  ic  and  a  gentle  Fire  be  given  for 
‘c  three  Hours,  increas’d  for  three  Hours 
“  more,  and  then  very  ftrong  for  as  much 

longer,  and  afterwards  the  Glafs  be  brd- 
u  ken,  tile  Sublimate  feparated,  powder’d 
u  again,  and  the  Sublimation  repeated  af- 
u  ter  the  fame  Manner  to  the  third  Time, 

u  and 
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and  again  repeated  to  the  fixth  Time, 

4  it  is  called  Callomel” 

Wherefore,  if  we  can  introduce  a  much 
greater  Quantity  of  the  Mercury  alone,  up¬ 
on  which  the  whole  Strels  of  this  Medi¬ 
cine  depends,  with  all  Safety,  that  is,  with¬ 
out  giving  Rife  to  thole  at  belt  trouble- 
lome  Symptoms,  as  it  muft  be  confelfedly 
lels  deleterious ,  fo  with  greater  Expecta¬ 
tion  ufe fill. 

The  Difference  then  between  the  one 
and  the  other  will  be,  that  whereas  the 
Globules  of  the  Quickfilver  will  glide  through 
theVeffels,  together  with  the  Blood,  with 
all  Facility,  by  its  Weight  it  will  find  a 
Paffage  through  all  ObftruCtions,  no  capil¬ 
lary  Velfel  being  too  linali  to  admit  its 
minuter  Globules ;  while  the  former,  by 
its  Sficul a,  will  cleave  to  the  Coats  of 
the  Veffcls  it  fhould  pafs  thro’,  will  velli- 
cate  and  excoriate  them,  and  introduce  all 
the  Symptoms  confequent  to  a  Salivation ; 
and  laftly,  if  not  managed  with  great  Care 

*  See  Aliens  Vifyenfafcry* 
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and  Circumfpeftion,  is,  after  all  thefe,  Hill 
capable  of  doing  much  more  Mifchief. 

And  herein  lies  the  Abfurdity  of  their 
Realoning,  who  fear  a  Sublimation  if  given 
in  the  Qrofs ,  and  at  the  fame  Time  incau- 
tioufly  apply  that  which  is  already  fub- 
lim’d,  and  loaded  with  the  faline  Spicuhz 
it  is  incorporated  with,  and  gathers  up  in 
its  Preparation  *,  that  being  ufed  in  ever  lo 
fmall  Quantity,  has  yet  a  certain  Tendency 
to  falivate. 

But  befides,  which  has  been  before  hint¬ 
ed,  Crude  Mercury  is  a  Fluid  confiding  of 
Parts  infinitely  divifible,  therefore  capable 
of  permeating  and  removing  whatever  ob- 
ftruvds  the  mod  narrow  Paflages. 

And,  from  what  has  been  obferved,  there 
is  a  Similarity  between  this  and  the  ani¬ 
mal  Blood,  (vizi)  that  they  are  both  Glo¬ 
bular  ;  and  from  the  fpecific  Gravity  of 
Mercury ,  this  Inference  is  eafily  drawn, 
that  indead  of  centring  and  remaining  in 
the  Body  (as  has  been  mod  ignorantly 
afferted  in  a  late  Cafe  of  a  Mortification) 

it 
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it  ever  has  a  Tendency  downward,  to  be 
evacuated  by  the  common  Pafiages.  And 
when  it  has  enter’d  the  Circulation,  will 
neceiTarily  protrude  thole  Fxculencies  accu¬ 
mulated  either  in  the  Glands  or  capillary 
Arteries,  by  their  excretory  Duffs. 

\ 

And  now,  I  think,  there  is  no  Necellity 
for  enlarging  farther  upon  this  Head,  to 
prove,  “  That  Mercury  Crude  admits  of 
u  a  juft  Diftinffion  (from  the  various  Pre- 
u  parations  of  it,  efpecially  Chymical)  as 
“  to  its  Eftefts  and  Caufcs,  having  defined 
“  the  true  Nature  of  the  Mercurial  Particles 
“  unprepared,  and  ftated  the  intrinfic  Dif- 
u  ference  between  thefe  and  the  Chymical 
“  Preparations  thereof,  as  occafioned  either 
“  by  their  Compofition,  or  the  Alfiftance 
ff  of  Fire.” 


*» 
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v 

That  external  Trillions  of  Mercury  raijin g 
a  Ptyalifm,  can  be  no  Argmie7tt  to  grove 
that  Crude  Mercury,  inwardly  agph\l7 
will  do  the  like . 


^  |  ^HXS  Is  the  Subllance  of  another  O  fa¬ 
il  jeftion,  which,  for  the  Reader’s  Sa¬ 
tisfaction,  I  will  let  in  the  cleareft  Light, 
(viz.)  That  as  Mercury  externally  apply’d  (as 
by  Unftion  or  Fumigation)  gives  Origin  to 
the  fevereft  Salivation,  and  its  attendant 
Confluences ;  it  is  to  be  feared,  if  inter¬ 
nally  applied,  it  will  be  attended  with  more 
violent  Symptoms,  and  greater  Danger. 


This  Objection  is  now  Rated  in  the  full 

»  i 

Force  that  the  Senfe  of  it  can  imply.  We 
will  lirft  clear  the  Way  a  little,  by  con- 
fidering  the  Method  of  Operation  of  thele 
frictions  and  Fumigations  of  Mercury.  In 

order 
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order  to  it,  I  fhall  make  this  Quotation 
from  the  learned  Bell  oft  e . 

cC  When  Mercury,  enters  the  Body  by 
cc  Frictions  and  Fumigations ,  it  mixes 
H  with  the  Lymph,  but  then  it  penetrates 
u  alio  into  the  Veins  and  Arteries. 

fc  Such  a  Collection  of  globular  Corpuf- 
“  cles  ftriking  hard  againft  the  arterial 
u  Blood,  with  a  Direftion  contrary  to  the 
*c  Courfe  of  it,  acts  upon  it  in  the  fame 
^  Manner  as  a  Damm  or  Bank.  If  the 
“  Blood  and  Spirits  yield  to  fuch  a  Shock, 
fc  their  Motion  muft  of  Neceflity  be  much 
>c  weaken’d,  and  even  fupprefs’d,  as  far  as 
V  the  FriCtioa  extends  ;  fo  that  they  will 
tc  inevitably  ftand  ftill,  or  move  backwards  : 
tC  This  Conflict  can  be  of  no  Service  to 
“  the  Patient,  but  muft  produce  fuch  Symp- 
u  toms  as  always  attend  an  impeded  Cir- 
u  dilation  :  I  have  beheld  too  many  of 
tC  thele  fad  Cafes.  If  it  enters  the  Pores 
u  of  the  fmall  nervous  Fibres  which  ter- 
“  minate  at  the  Skin,  it  will,  by  its  Vola- 
a  tility  and  fpeciftc  Weight ,  penetrate  into 
“  the  Trunks  of  the  Nerves,  and  oppofe 

C  2  “  the 
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c‘  the  Courfe  of  the  animal  Spirits^  thereby 
u  occafioning  a  Palfy. 


“  Mercury,  when  lent  into  the  Body  by 
u  Fri&ion,  gives  to  Part  of  the  Liquors  a 
a  different  Turn  to  what  they  had  before, 
u  as  I  have  already  remark’d  :  This  Stroke 
u  of  Retrogradation,  which  aflis  from  the 
Circumference  toward  the  Centre,  fub- 
cc  tilizes  the  Lymph,  elevates  it  upward, 
u  gives  it  a  violent  and  rapid  Motion,  and 
•c  determines  it  toward  the  Head  and 
a  Throat,  which  becomes  fwoln  by  fuch 
c"  an  Amaffment  of  Lymph  pour’d  in  upon 
them  from  all  Parts  of  the  Body  ;  and 
a  it  being  too  much  to  be  contained  in 
tile  Cavities  of  the  Veffels,  the  Orifices  of 
the  falivary  Veffels  are,  by  the  Effort  of 
a  an  irrefiffible  Tenfion,  opened,  and  dila- 
a  ted,  to  yield  a  Paffage  to  this  Abundance 
u  of  the  lymphatic  Humour. 


“  But  the  Mercury  haying  not  circulated 
tc  according  to  the  natural  Courle  of  the 
*'•  Lymph,  having  onlv  been  elevated  to- 
"  gether  with  it,  it  is  impoffible  that  it 
f  Jhculd,  by  any  rolling  Motion,  break  or 

“  deftroy 
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a  deftroy  the  Points  of  the  Acids  ;  which 
a  palling  by  the  Throat  and  Mouth  in  an 
u  unaltered  Condition,  do  there  occafion 
44  very  painful  Ulcers  and  Lacerations. 

44  The  only  Motion  which  the  Lymph 
44  and  Mercury  have  on  this  Occafion,  is 
44  a  limpie  Sublimation  upwards,  which 

flops  there ;  lo  that  fhould  the  falivary 
44  Canals  be  obftinately  occluded,  the  Pa- 
44  tient  mull  be  fuffocated.  It  appears  then, 

44  that  in  fuch  a  Conjuncture,  the  Mercury 
4C  and  Lymph  are  in  a  State  of  Reft ;  that 
cc  the  fubfequent  Evacuation,  and  the  running 
u  off  of  the  Lymph  and  Mercury,  makes 
44  no  Alteration  in  the  Order  of  their  Si- 
44  tuation;  the  Aiffion,  tho5  violent,  termi- 
44  nates  at  the  Throat.  If  Mercury  de- 
44  ftroys  the  Points  of  the  Acids*  it  muft 
44  roll  along,  and  circulate  peaceably  with 
44  them,  by  a  continued  and  reiterated  Mo- 
“  tion,  which  cannot  be  brought  about  by 
44  Frictions  and  Fumigations,  nor  by  qny 
44  Preparation  of  Mercury,  be  it  what  it 
44  will.  When  the  Crifis  after  FriCtions  is 
a  determined  by  Stool  or  Urine,  the  Mer- 
44  cury  woULd  make  fine  Work  if  join’d 

C  ^  44  with 
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“  with  Acids  ;  Ulcers  of  the  Anus,  Blather , 
u  and  Urethra ,  would  be  the  inevitable 
“  Confequences  of  fu'ch  an  Union,  which 
u  however  do  never  happen. 

•  ,  ? 

u  If  Crude  Mercury  were  capable  of 

uniting  with  Acids,  bad  Symptoms  would 
“  appear  after  Frictions,  by  which  fo  large 
u  a  Quantity  is  made  to  enter  the  Body. 
u  Thole  to  whom  I  have  given  it  by  the 
u  Mouth,  for  above  fix  Months  toge- 
cc  ther ,  as  in  ferophubus  Cafes ,  where 
u  Acids  abound  in  an  extraordinary  Man- 
<c  ner,  would,  if  fuch  an  Union  were  pof- 
a  fible,  have  undoubtedly  been  fenfible  of 
“  lome  Irritation,  Heat,  or  Excoriation  ; 
a  and  yet  I  never  heard  them  complain 
a  of  any  fuch  Things.”  And  then  he  goes 
on,  and  fays  :  u  If  what  has  been  faid  above 
“  be  confider’d  with  a  little  Attention,  it 
u  will  appear  that  Mercury  ought  to  be 
u  taken  at  the  Mouth,  juft  as  Providence 
“  has  given  it  us,  if  we  would  feel  the 
a  Benefit  of  it.” 

And  again:  “  That  all  extravagant  Ef- 
a  feds  of  it,  in  Fridions  and  Fumigations, 

u  are 
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a  are  produced  no  otherwife  than  by  an 
Cc  unnatural  Motion  which  it  gives  to  the 
Cc  Spirits  and  Liquors,  as  I  have  already 
u  explained  ”  *i 

\  y 

t  '  A  ? 

-  •  t  .  j  ■ 

Thefe  ieveral  Quotations  I  chole  to  de¬ 
liver  together,  becaufe  I  would  not  fpoil 
the  Connection  of  the  Author’s  Reafoning ; 
and  tho’  this  Matter  can  hardly  be  let  in 
a  clearer  Light  than  the  judicious  Author 
has  done  for  us  in  fb  eafy  an  Explication, 
yet  we  will  proceed  a  little  farther,  upon 
thofe  Hints  he  has  given  us,  in  the  molt 
fummary  Way  we  can. 

We  fhali  firft  o.bferve,  that  the  Mercury 
is  to  be  prepared  for  Friction,  in  Confer 
quence  of  which  it  is  incorporated  with 
other  Bodies,  till  the  Globules  difippear, 
and  its  Fluidity  is  deltroyed  ;  and  it  na¬ 
turally  follows,  that  its  Parts  are  very  much 

broken  and  divided. 

•  — ■  « 

Again,  we  may  obferve,'  that  it  is  incor¬ 
porated  for  this  Ufe  with  an  hot,  pene^1 

*  _  i.  ;  * 

*  See  Hofpital  Surgeon,  Vol.  II.  p.  53>  59> 

6 4,  and  65. 
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trating,  and  inflamable  Body  (as  Turpen¬ 
tine  ;)  and  what  may  be  inferred  front 
hence,  is  pretty  eafy  to  be  leen,  by  the  lore- 
going  Reafcning  :  From  whence  this  Infe¬ 
rence  is  drawn,  that  the  unnatural  Motion 
in  all  the  fluids  is  owing  to  the  Compofi- 
tion,  and  to  the  Method  by  which  it  is 
introduced ;  and  whence  proceeds  that  re¬ 
trograde  Notion,  which  may  be  truly  ftiled 
contra  Naturam * 

Thefe  Things  being  thus  applied  to  the 
foregoing,  make  it  inconteftabie,  that  the 
Caufe,  or  Origin  of  thofe  Symptoms,  is  not 
owing  to  the  Mercury  primarily,  but  to 
the  Method  of  Application. 

And  this  Way  of  introducing  the  Mer¬ 
curial  Particles  is  attended  with  the  fame 
fubfcquent  Effects,  as  if  we  were  to  catch 
Cold  after  having  purfued  a  Courle  of 
Mercurial  Preparations ;  for  the  Conle- 
quences  are  pretty  nearly  alike,  the  fali- 
vary  Glands  tumefy  and  inflame,  and  an 
Evacuation  of  the  Saliva ,  together  with 
the  Mercury ,  immediately  fucceeds  ;  not- 
withftandiiig,  if  the  Mercury  had  not  been 

outwardly 
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outwardly  applied,  and  this  accidental  Cold 
had  not  interrupted  the  internal  Courfe  of  the 
Mercurial  Preparations,  a  much  larger  Quan¬ 
tity  might  have  been  taken,  and  no  futh 
Symptoms  would  have  appeared  :  Now  the 
Cold  introducing  into  the  Habit  fome  he¬ 
terogeneous  Particles,  or  occluding  the  per- 
lpirable  Pores,  produces  at  laft  the  fame 
Confequence  (viz.)  an  Alteration  in  the  Cir¬ 
culation,  either  by  an  unequal  Motion  of 
the  Fluids,  ftagnating  in  the  minuter  Rami - 
fictitious,  and  flowing  with  greater  Rapi¬ 
dity  and  Violence  in  the  larger  Trunks ;  or 
an  Alteration  in  the  Quality  of  the  Fluids 
themfelves,  by  a  Comminution  of  the  Glo¬ 
bules  into  fmaller,  whereby  the  Blood  be¬ 
comes  acrid ;  by  an  Incorporation  of  thefe 
into  a  clofer  Contaft  with  others,  by  which 
means  they  are  larger  and  grow  vifcid: 
either  of  thefe  Ways  the  Confiftence  is 
fpoiled ;  whence  this  will  follow,  that  the 
Mercury,  by  its  Volatility  and  Weight,  ftili 
prelfes  forward  till  it  arrives  at  the  Ca¬ 
pillaries,  more  efpecially  feated  in  the  Glands, 
where  the  Blood  has  firft  ftagnated  ;  and 
thefe  being  fluff’d  with  the  fanguinary  Mat¬ 
ter, 
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ter,  the  Courfe  of  the  Mercurial  Particles 
is  obftru&ed,  a  fharp  ConfliQ;  arifes,  and, 
agreeable  to  that  well-known  Philofophical 
Axiom ,  That  Body  which  is  at  reft  will 
always  continue  to  he  fo ,  till  feme  other 
arrives  of  greater  Momentum  and  Gravity 
to  difplace  it. 

Now  from  this  Conflict^  the  Body  at  Reft 
[truck  ufon  hy  the  Body  in  Motion ,  they  ef¬ 
fete  themfelves  are  not  exempted,  Xnflama- 
tion  and  Tumour  arifes. 


■)  \  ,  ■■■  «  f 

But  to  come  nearer  to  the  Point,  and 
to  end  this  Companion,  the  Cafe  will  be 
little  different,  if  we  confider  it  with  re¬ 
gard  to  Mercurial  Friftions :  For  the  Mer¬ 
cury  being  imbibed  by  the  Pores,  infinuates 
into  the  Blood  Veflels,  where  the  Refiftance 
of  the  circulating  Fluid,  and  the  Power  of 
the  Mercury,  is  fo  great,  that  the  one  or 
the  other  will  be  impeded  in  its  Courfe ; 
and  be  the  Refiftance  ever  fo  fmall  in  the 
larger  Trunks ,  the  fmaller  Veffels  will  in¬ 
evitably  fufler;  for  their  Contents  being 
prefs’d  forward  in  a  continual  Courfe  and 

feite- 
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reiterated  Agitation,  that  which  is  behind 
muft  needs  fucceed ;  lo  that  the  Contents 
of  tilde  minute  Ramifications  will  be 
wedg’d  in  or  damnfd  up  by  the  Refiftance 
on  each  Side. 

r  *  f  ; 

»  .  -  .  i 

It  will  farther  appear,1  by  this  other 
Philolbphical  Axiom,  When  a  Body,  fpeci- 
fically  heavier  than  a  Liquid ,  is  thrown  up 
in  it ,  it  is  retarded  upon  a  double  Account , 
on  Account  of  the  Gravity  of  the  Body ,  and 
on  Account  of  the  Refiftance  of  the  Liquid. 

r>'  t  *  .  V 

And  the  Mercurial  Particles  being  fpe- 
cifically  heavier,  urged  on  by  their  Gra¬ 
vity,  their  greater  Momentum ,  and  Elafti - 
city ,  will  by  repeated  Percuflions  at  laffc 
prevail ;  and  thus  the  Courfe  of  the  Blood 
becomes  Retrograde . 

On  the  contrary,  to  apply  what  has 
been  laid,  when  Crude  Mercury  is  inwardly 
apply’d,  it  circulates  peaceably  with  the 
Blood,  purfues  the  fame  Courfe,  without 
any  Conteft,  Celfation,  or  Confufion  of  Mo-  / 
tion,  and  therefore  void  of  all  Difturbance. 

It 
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It  gives  Momentum  to  the  Blood,  and  all 
the  Fluids ;  it  perforates  all  Obftruftions, 
promotes  the  Secretions,  prelerves  a  regu¬ 
lar,  conftant,  and  uniform  Motion  ;  and  be¬ 
ing  of  a  fmooth,  polite  Surface,  and  of  a 
globular  Form,  excites  no  Pain. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

% 

Whether  Crude  Mercury  will  mix  and  in¬ 
corporate  with  the  circulating  Juices  j 
wherein  will  le  impartially  related  the 
Succ efs  of  fever al  Experiments  ? 

Without  any  other  Introduction  to  this 
Chapter,  we  will  relate  the  Expe¬ 
riments,  which  is  the  lureft  Foundation  to 
build  upon  to  eftablifh  what  has  been  faid 
in  the  preceding  Chapter,  and  a  proper 
Preface  to  the  Enquiry  into  the  Nature 
of  the  Animal  Fluids ,  8cc.  the  Subject  of 
the  fucceding  Chapter. 

It  is  very  plain,  that  the  Propofition  of 
our  preient  Difcourfe,  introduced  by  Way 
of  Queftion,  is  the  Subftance  of  another 
Objection  (vizi)  that  it  will  not  mingle  and 
incorporate  with  the  Blood. 


Two  Drams  of  Qiiick-Silvery  with  half  Exper, 
a  Dram  of  human  Saliva ,  being  rubb’d  II1' 

together 


So 
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t 

together  in  a  Mortar  inftantly  incorporated, 
that  is,  the  Face  of  the  Quick-Silver  was 
quite  deftroyed.  v 

Exper.  Two  Drams  of  Quick-Silver ,  with  one 
n  *  Dram  of  Coves  Milky  incorporated. 

Exper.  Two  Drams  of  Quick-Silver ,  with  one 
v  *  Dram  of  Ox’s  Gaily  incorporated.  - 

Exper.  Two  Drams  of  Quick-Silver ,  with  one 
vl*  Dram  of  Urine ,  incorporated. 

Exper.  Two  Drams  of  Quick-Silvery  with  one 
ll'  Dram  of  Blood,  incorporated. 

It  will  likewife  mix  and  incorporate  with 
the  Aliments  received  into  the  Stomach. 


Exper. 

VIII. 


I  poured  into  the  Stomach  of  a  Dog, 
newly  killed  and  warm,  one  Ounce  of  Quick- 
Silvery  which  I  laid  in  warm  Water  ot  the 
lame  Degree  of  Heat  as  the  Blood  ;  I  gave 
it  a  gentle  Motion,  as  near  as  could  be  to 
imitate  the  feriflaltic  Motion  of  the  In¬ 
terlines,  for  about  twenty  Minutes  ;  I  opened 
the  Stomach,  arid  dilcovered  the  Contents 

all 
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all  over  tinged  with  a  dark  Lead-Colour,, 
and  the  Face  of  the  Quick-Silver  almoft 
all  deftroyed  ;  and  I  have  Reafon  to  con¬ 
clude,  that  the  Aliments  would  have  im¬ 
bibed  all  the  Quick-Silver ,  had  I  continued 
that  gentle  Motion  a  little  longer. 

J  «.  *  ■  1> 

»«'.*•*  /  .  ■  . 

I  fcraped  off  lome  of  the  Mucus  that  lines  Exper. 
the  inner  Coats  of  the  Stomach  and  InteF  IX* 
tines,  which  imbibed  Quick-Silver ,  that  is 
leparated  by  the  finall  Glands  leated  in  all 
the  Guts,  whofe  Office  is  to  fecrete  that 
vilcousLiquor,  to  lubricate  them  for  the  more 
eafy  Exclufion  of  the  Excrement,  and  to  blunt 
or  fheath  the  acrimonous  Particles  admitted 
together  with  our  Food,  to  fmooth  and  loften 
the  biliary  Juice  emptied  into  the  Duodenum 
that  they  may  not  irritate  and  corrode  thole 
exquilitely  lenfible  Membranes. 

.  •*’  s  r 

And  if  we  were  able  to  feparate  any  of 
that  Fluid  fecreted  by  the  Pancreas ,  it  would 
as  eafily  diffolve  the  Mercurial  Mals,  as  the 
Saliva ,  or  either  of  the  Menftrua  above  re¬ 
cited,  by  Realbn  of  the  Analogy  of  their 
Particles. 


In 
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In  all  thefe  Experiments,  the  Blood,  pre¬ 
ferably  to  all  the  different  Menftrua ,  fboneft 
imbibed  the  Quick-Silver  ;  the  Saliva  next ; 
then  the  Milk ;  the  Gafiric  Liquor  \  the  Ox's 
Gall ;  and,  laft  of  all,  the  Urine ;  the  far¬ 
ther  Examination  whereof  may  be  worthy, 
the  Regard  of  the  Curious  ;  but,  left  I  anti¬ 
cipate  what  is  to  be  explained  under  another 
Head,  fhall  at  prefent,  for  the  avoiding-  Re¬ 
petition,  forbear. 

It  is  demonftrable  therefore,  that  Quick- 
Silver  is  of  the  lame  homogeneous  Nature 
with  the  Blood  and  all  the  Juices ,  there 
being  not  one  animal  Fluid,  that  I  know 
of,  but  what  will  eafily  imbibe  it,  with  lit¬ 
tle  or  no  Force. 

It  was  Matter  of  Surprize  and  Wonder  to 
me,  to  fee  thefe  Mixtures  fo  loon  effefted, 
the  Attrition  being  the  leaft  Caufe  ;  for  I  am 
certain,  were  they  only  to  be  fhook  about  in 
aGiafsVial,  the  Incorporation  would  be  as 
loon  compleated. 


CHAP. 
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An  Enquiry  into  the  Nature  of  the  Animal 
Fluids,  that  have  received  this  Aptitude 
to  mix  and  incorporate  with  the  Mer¬ 
curial  Globules. 

WE  fhall,  Firft ,  confider  what  is  meant 

by  a  Fluid:  Which  will  lead  us, 

..  » <  .  ■  • 

,  i  •  ■  .  ■  -  '  *  .  •  _  .  ^  t  .  .! 

•r  *’  ^  «  f  HI  “!  *  • 

Secondly ,  To  know  the  Texture  of  its 
Parts. 

•  *  l  '  ■  * 

“  A  Body  whole  Pans  yield  to  any  Defini- 
'4  Impreffion,  and  by  yielding  are  eafily  ’’on' 

“  moved,  in  refpecl  to  each  other,  is  called 
“  a  Fluid.” 

This  depends  altogether  upon  the  Cohefion 
of  Parts ;  ’  the  cloler  a  Body  is,  the  nearer 
it  approaches  to  perfect  Hardnefs',  as,  on 
the  contrary,  the  more  flender  its  Cohefion 
is,  the  nearer  it  approaches  to  Fluidity. 

D  But 
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But  it  is  a  particular  Law  of  Cohefton ,  that 
all  the  Parts  have  an  attractive  Force. 

Oeiinl-  “  By  the  Word  AttraBion ,  I  underftand 
n*  u  any  Force  by  which  two  Bodies  tend  to- 
a  ward  each  other,  tho’  perhaps  it  may 
*6  happen  by  Impulfe.” 

By  the  Help  of  this  Law,  feveral  Pheno¬ 
mena  are  very  eafily  explained,  and  that  At - 
traffion  is  fully  proved  by  a  vaft  Number  of 
Chymical  Experiments. 

That  there  is  fuch  a  Thing,  appears  from 
the  following. 

Exper.  We  fee  that  in  all  Liquors  all  the  Parts  at- 
traCt  one  another,  from  the  ffherical  Form 
that  the  Drops  have;  and  allcybecauie  there  is 
no  Liquor  whole  Parts  are  not  flicking  to  one 
another ;  which  is  evidently  true  even  in  MeY~ 
eury  itlelf. 

Exper.  But  this  mutual  Attraction  of  Particles 
XI*  is  much  better  proved ;  becaule  in  all 
Liquids,  if  two  Drops  be  placed  near  to¬ 
gether,  and  touch  one  another  ever  fo 

flightly* 
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fiightly,  they  will  immediately  run  into  one 
larger  Drop. 

/  — 

1  -  * 

All  which  Things,  as  they  happen  in  li¬ 
quified  Metals f,  it  follows,  that  the  Parts  of 
Which  they  are  compounded  do  attract  each 
other,  notwithstanding  they  are  disjointed  by 
the  Motion  of  the  Fire. 

.  Now  having  proved  in  general,  what  is 
meant  hy  a  Fluid)  and  the  Nature  of  Attrac¬ 
tion  and  CoheJiony  it  is  eafily  conceived, 
that  Fluidity  confifts  in  a  fpherical  Kind  of 
Particles ;  for  Fluids  preftrve  a  Surface  free  1 
from  any  Inequality  or  Angles,  and  in  every 
Expanfion  or  Compreffioiij  the  Parts  are 
eafily  moved  one  amongft  another ;  which 
cannot  happen  in  Bodies  whole'  Parts  are  not 
fpherical.  . 

t  *  c 

..  «  f 

— *  f  *  6 

But  yet  there  is  fomething  farther  re¬ 
quired  to  alcertain  that  Property  in  the 
animal  Fluids ,  which  is  here  exprefly  to  be 
treated  of,  after  thefe  Praecognita  of  Fluids 
in  general,  that  difpofts  them  fo  readily 
to  embrace  and  receive  the  Mercurial  Glo¬ 
bules* 

D  2  Ant! 
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And  this,  I  am  apt  to  believe,  we  Ihall 
find  to  be  inherent  in  the  animal  or  volatile 
Salt,  with  which  thole  Juices  do  more  or  lefs 
abound  :  For  Crude  Mercury  is  not  dilpos’d 
to  mix  with  any  Compofition  wherewith  I 
could  pretend  to  imitate  either  the  Weight  or 
the  fluidity  of  the  Saliva  :  As 

FxiPiT*  an(^  ^ater>  nor  Vinegar  added  there¬ 

to,  had  any  EffeCt  :  From  whence  I  pro¬ 
ceed  to 


Exper. 

XIV. 

Exper. 

XV. 


Acids*,  Vinegar  alone  produc’d  nothing. 

Oil  of  Vitriol  feparated  the  Mercury  into 
imperceptible  fmall  Globules,  but  would 
not,  by  all  the  Attrition  I  could  ule,  deftroy 
the  Face  of  them;  which  put  me  upon  the 
Enquiry,  What  Quality  there  could  be  refi- 
dent  in  the  animal  Fluids  capable  of  produ¬ 
cing  fuch  an  EffeCt. 

But,  reflecting  upon  the  Experiments  in 
the  foregoing  Chapter,  Realon  inculcated 
that  the  Property  refided  in  the  animal  or  vo¬ 
latile  Salt ;  and  hence  concluded,  that  the  ve¬ 
getable  Salt  was  entirely  incapable  of  afford¬ 
ing 
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ing  ftich  an  IfTue;  and  this  not  fatisfying  me, 

I  refolved  upon  other  Experiments  to  put 
it  on  the  Proof ;  and  becaufe  they  fettled 
me  in  this  Opinion,  fhall  here  relate  them. 

Volatile  Sal.  Armoniac ,  with  Crude  Mer -  Exper. 

!  ■  '  YVI 

cury>  rubb’d  in  a  Mortar,  incorporated : 

And  lb  did  Salt  of  Harjhorn ,  but  with  the  Exper. 
Addition  of  the  Spirit  of  Sal .  Armoniac  (that  XYI*‘ 
produced  a  fine  blue  Tin&ure)  much  more 
eafily ;  and  the  Reafon  is  plain,  a  Fluid  being 
added,  whole  Texture  is  loole,  and  that  does 
not  lb  ftrongly  cohere. 

For  the  farther  liluftration  of  this  Point, 
the  Reader  may  confult  the  Experiments  in 
the  fourth  Chapter ;  where  it  is  demonftra- 
ted,  that  no  one  animal  Fluid  refufes  to  en¬ 
gage,  and  intimately  to  mix,  with  the  Mer¬ 
curial  Globules. 


D  ? 
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CHAP,  VI. 


Some  Properties  of  Crude  Mercury  cl- 
ferved ;  together  with  the  great  Ufes; 
of  Cinnabar.  .  , 


H  AT  Crude  Mercury  is  a  Fluid,  ap- 


JL  pears  from  what  has  been  faid ;  be- 
cauie  it  pofTefles  all  the  Qualities  necefl 
fary  to  denominate  it  fuch ;  as  its  loofe 
Texture ,  Rotundity  of  Parts,  and  that 
thefe,  affifted  by  its  Gravity y  makes  it  fa 
prevalent  where  it  is  applied,  is  eafily  de- 
ducible. 

Quick-Silver  unites  itfelf  to  Tin  and  Gold \ 
as  Water  and  Oil  flicks  to  Wood  and  clean 
Glafs  ;  and  alio  we  have  Inftances  of  Repul- 
fwn  between  Mercury  and  Iron ,  as  well 
as  between  Water  and  all  undiuous  Bo¬ 
dies  ;  but  the  Caufes  of  this  AttraFliou 
and  Repulfwn ,  we  are  unacquainted  with, 


unlels 
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unlefs  we  may  be  fuffered  thus  to  ex¬ 
plain  it* 

*  ‘  %  ■ 

That  the  Pores  of  the  Gold ,  or  other  Bo¬ 
dies  to  which  Ojiick-Silver  coheres,  confift 
of  a  particular  Form,  adapted  to  imbibe 
the  flowing  Mercury .  And 

*  j,  , 

Again,  That  the  Parts  of  the  Mercury 
being  infinitely  divifible,  in  a  more  efpe- 
cial  Manner  as  it  is  a  Fluid  confifting  of 
globular  Parts;  we  may  fuppole  then,  that 
the  recipient  Pores  are  pretty  nearly  of  the 
fame  Form ,  and  therefore  do  moft  readily 
embrace  them,  in  a  Contaft  lb  dole,  as  is 
not  to  be  dilengaged  by  all  the  Art  we 
can  ule,  without  the  Afliftanee  of  Fire, 
which  only  can  deftroy  that  Cohefion. 

And  this  may  be  worth  obferving,  that 
it  generally  cleaves  to  fuch  Bodies  that  come 
neareft  to  it  in  fpecifick  Gravity ;  as  Gold , 
Lead ,  Silver ,  Pewter ,  Tin,  &c.  and  the  re¬ 
markable  Combination  of  thefe  Bodies  with 
Quick-Silver  may  lome  Time  or  other  be 
lolved  by  this  Principle ,  their  fpecifick 
Gravity . 

D  4  As 
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As  Water  is  the  great  Menflruum ,  and 
and  univerfal  Dijfolvent  of  all  Salts  of  all 
KJndsy  the  Solution  of  which  cannot  be 
performed  without  the  moft  intimate  Con¬ 
junction  of  thefe  Bodies,  the  Effeft  whereof  is 
no  other  than  the  infinite  Divifion  of  the  fe¬ 
line  Particles  ;  fo  Mercury  enters  the  Pores 
of  Gold \  which  becomes  (o  brittle  as  to  fall 
in  Pieces  with  the  lead  Force,  and  the  cohe- 
five  Faculty  that  unites  and  fetters  together 
the  Parts  of  the  Gold  by  the  Mercury,  is 
disjointed  and  dedroyed  ;  as  it  happens  in 
Lumps  and  Grains  of  Salt  by  the  eafy  Re¬ 
ception  of  Water  into  their  Inter  dices. 

And  both  at  length  are  reducible  by  Fire, 
by  which  alone  the  Exhalation  of  the  Aque* 
ms  and  Mercurial  Parts  is  perform’d,  and 
thus  they  are  capacitated  to  reaffume  their 
fird  Form. 

The  Caufes  of  Refulfton  are,  that  the 
Form  of  the  Particles  is  not  fuited  to  the 
Pores,  and  vice  verfa ,  and  therefore  Quick- 
Silver  cannot  unite  itfelf  to  Iron,  &c.  and 
that  Water  and  unftuous  Bodies  repel  each 
other,  when  Oil,  not  withdanding  theie  latter 

are 
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are  much  incraflated  by  Exhalation,  do  mu¬ 
tually  attraQ:  each  other. 

Crude  Mercury  is  for  the  moft  Part  ex¬ 
tra  died  by  a  Revivification  of  a  Mineral 
Earth,  called  Cinnabar ;  and  becaqle  it  may 
retain  lbmething  of  the  Foulnels  and  Impu¬ 
rity  of  its  natural  Matrix,  the  Place  of  its 
Formation  and  Original,  either  by  Reafon 
of  the  earthy  Recrements,  or  by  the  So- 
phiftication  of  thole  who  deal  in  it;  the 
Choice  of  it  therefore  is  much  to  be  re¬ 
garded. 

But  there  are,  neverthelels,  lome  good 
Methods  of  depurating  and  refining  it ;  to 
leparate  the  Bifmuthum  and  the  Lead,  by 
which  the  Quantity  has  been  artificially  in- 
creafed. 

The  Native  Cinnabar  is  delervedly 
efieem’d,  and  prelcribed  in  large  Quanti¬ 
ties,  whole  extraordinary  Vertues  are  lo 
well  known  in  Efileffies,  as  well  as  in 
Dileafes  of  the  Skin,  as  the  Itch  and  Le~ 
frofy,  receives  this  Commendation  from 

our 
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our  Difpenfatory  Writers ;  -  That  by  the 
“  Weight  and  Subtlety  of  its  Particles,  it 
u  conduces  in  fuch  Intentions  ;  as  by  thole 
a  Properties  it  is  enabled  to  pals  thro’ 
u  the  minuteft  Paffages,  and  by  its  Mo - 
“  mentum  to  break  thro’  the  Obftruftions 
“  that  in  the  capillary  Meanders  are  the 
^  Occafion  of  fuch  Diforders ;  that  it  is  ex- 
“  tremely  fafe,  lo  that  it  may  be  given  in 
Confiderable  Doles  without  any  Danger 
“  of,  or  Tendency  to  any  of  thofe  Diftur- 
bances  which  happen  from  Mercurial 
“  Preparations,  as  particularly  Salivation  ; 
that  Quick-Silver  and  Sulphur  make 
up  the  greateft  Part  of  its  Compofi- 
tion”  #aa 

Ht;(  *  l  *  7  S' 

..X  f  »  ,  J  ^  i  '  4  •*  A 

It  is  natural  then  to  conclude,  that  the 
Mercury  gives  Weight  to  its  Particles,  as 
the  Lead  to  the  Lapis  Calaminaris . 

i .  *  •  •  <  \  ' 

V  _  ,  . 

.  Schroder  takes  Notice,  that  in  lome  Parts 
of  Germany ,  and  chiefly  in  Hungary ,  from 
'Whence  we  have  the  greateft  Quantity, 

Vi  i 

*  See  Alkrts  Dijpenjatory, 

that 
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that  the  very  Peafants  know  how  to  draw 
the  Quick-Silver  from  it.' 

Diaf corides  would  therefore  have  it  to 
be  a  Minium ,  becaufe  a  great  deal  of  Quick- 
Silver  may  be  obtained  from  it. 

So  we  find  we  have  been  ufing  Crude 
Mercury ,  all  this  while  difguifed  under  a 
borrowed  Name,  and  admir’d  its  Safety  and 
furprifing  EfFeQs;  and  neverthelels  perfift 
to  oppole  it  with  all  the  Arguments  that 
can  be  devis’d,  to  calf  an  Odium  upon  this 
great  Specifick. 

For  divert  the  Cinnabar  of  the  Mercu¬ 
rial  Particles,  and  the  remaining  Parts  will 
be  moftly  Sulphur  ;  and  of  what  Ule  it 
can  then  be  of  in  thefe  Cafes,  can  never  be 
imagined,  unlefs  it  be  to  render  the  Bowels 
flippery. 

It  is  felf-evident  therefore,  a  Truth  which 
cannot  be  denied,  that  thele  Salutary  Ef¬ 
fects  depend  only  upon  the  Mercurial  Par¬ 
ticles  ;  and  that  the  former  (that  is)  the 
Sulphureous ,  can  have  no  Share  in  the  Cure, 

no 
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no  more  than  if  we  were  to  apply  Crude 
Sulphur. 

I  mull  here  obferve,  not  to  derogate 
any  thing  from  this  noble  Medicine,  whole 
great  Ufes  are  fo  juflly  admired,  that  the 
Cure  is  a  long  while  attempted  and  pur- 
fued  .before  it  turns  out  jo  happily;  and 
this  may  mot  altogether  proceed  from  the 
imall  Quantity  of  the  Mercury  infmuated 
into  the  Habit,  but  alio,  in  that  the  Mer¬ 
curial  Particles  are  fo  fetter’d  and  link- 
ed  together  with  the  Sulphureous ,  that 
they  cannot  be  eafily  difengaged  ;  and  thus 
it  is  difficult  for  the  Mercury  to  affume  its 
Fluidity ,  which  ,is  one  of  its  nobleft  Qua¬ 
lities,  inafmuch  as  by  that  it  is  capacitated 
to  enter  and  pafs  on  with  the  circulating 
Fluids.  , 

vx  i  -  «. f  v  i.  x  *  •  *■  J  f>’  9  i  ’’*«*► 

f  r-r  X  ir  *  - ,  . 

As  Cinnabar  is  therefore  on  all  Hands 
pronounced  fo  very  efficacious  and  innocent , 
without  any  one  Objection  to  its  falutary 
Caufes,  fhall  Crude  Mercury ,  which  commu¬ 
nicates  that  Efficacy^  participate  nothing  of 
the  Praife? 


f 
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And  fince  it  is  this  only  that  be  Rows 
upon  it  fuch  Force  and  Energy,  it  is  a 
it  range  Kind  of  Partiality  to  be  lo  lavifh 
in  the  Prailes  of  Cinnabar ,  and  lo  much  to 
depreciate  that,  from  whence  only  it  be¬ 
comes  fo  excellent. 


# 


I 


A  TREA- 


t  « 

c 


I 


'.I  .  ;■  ■  ■  -  '  '• 


'  :  ■ 


;  ■!.:  .  '  '  ■"  '  ■  ■  ■ 


v  . 


4* 


TREATISE 

ON  THE 

Force  and  Energy 

.  ’  •  # 

•  /  s  *  J  *  i  -I 

O  F 

•  -  t  f  f 

CRUDE  MERCURY. 


» 

PART  JI.  . 

y  i  * 

"V  '  ■■■ X 

i  •  w  \  :  J 

CHAP.  I. 


.) 


,  f  »  r 


Crude  Mercury  confidered  with  Regard  td 

the  Manner  of  Operation.  * 

'  .  ' > 1  _ ;  i./j ■;  u  Horn  '  ;  A 

>.  V* 

S  I  propofed,  having  cleared  ;  the 
Way  in  the  Firft  Part  of  this  Trea- 

’  ti fe?  by  pointing  out  the  feverai'  Ob- 

jettions  made  to  it?  and  giving  filch  .Anlwets 

to 
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to  each,  as  I  hope  may  extricate  us  out  of 
thole  Difficulties ;  am  now,  in  this  fecond, 
or  pra&ical  Part,  proceeding  to  eftablifh 
what  has  been  laid,  by  a  farther  Explica¬ 
tion  of  its  Ufes,  and  to  apply  it  to  Prac¬ 
tice. 

And,  to  this  Purpofe,  the  beff  Introduction 
will  be,  to  give  a  general  Hiftory  of  the 
Operation  of  Crude  Mercury  in  this  firft 
Chapter;  which  will  be  more  particularly 
treated  of,  when  we  come  to  thole  vari¬ 
ous  Dileafes,  wherein  the  Application  of  it 
may  be  effectual ;  and  becaule  we  could 
not  avoid  interfpfcrfing  lomething  of  this 
Nature  in  the  Firft  Part,  we  will  be  as 
careful  as  may  be  to  omit  what  we  have 
there  faid ;  except  it  be  thought  that  thole 
Hints  require  an  Explanation. 

“When  Crude  Mercury  is  admitted  in  the 
Stomach,  neither  its  innate  Fluidity ,  nor  the 
Motion  of  that  Bowel  will  fuffer  it  to  be  at 
Reft ;  which  is  abfolutely  requifite  if  it  is 
to  be  fullindd. 

-  f  »  . 

The  Cohefion  of  its  Parts,  which  is  na¬ 
turally  loole,  will  be  divided  indefinitely, 

and 
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and  the  fine  and  more  volatile  Parts  will 
be  difengaged  from  the  grofs  and  more 
Crude,  lo  as  to  be  render’d  minute  enough 
to  be  received  by  the  fmall  Mouths  of  the 
Ladteal  VeiTefs.  ,  : 

: ;  . . .  ,  :  •  •  '•*•]  '  a,  -  uie/.-'e; 

And,  by  a  peculiar  Providence  of  Na¬ 
ture,  the  Mercury ,  as  well  as  the  AUntent j 
is  fufiained  and  fupported  by  the  Folds  and 
Wrinkles  fo,  remarkable  ia  the  final!  Guts, 
more  efpecially  in  the  Jejunum,  where  is 
the  greater!  Number  of  the  which 

has  beftowed  upon  it  Valves  called  Oou- 
niventes ,  the  great  life  of  them  being  to 
detain  and  fetter  the  Chyle ,  from  fa  bid¬ 
ding  ’  and  putfuing.  the  Courfe  of  the  Ex¬ 
crements.’  - 


,  •  \  ; 


And  the  Inteffine  having  an  horizontal  Pdfi- 
tion,and  that  attractive  Faculty  in  all  Tubes  of 
imbibing  whatfoever  is  minute  enough,  and 
proportional  to  the  Size  of  their  Orifices,/ 
gives  Opportunity  for  the  Mercury  (than 
whofe  Parts  none  are  frrfaller,  nor  more  ea- 


fily  divifible)  as  well  as  the  Alimentary  Mat¬ 
ter,  to  find  a  Paffage  into  thefe  minute  Open¬ 
ings  of  the  LaHeals . 


/ 
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It  may  probably  be  ask’d.  What  Pro¬ 
portion  or  Quantity  is  together  with  the 
Chyle  conveyed  into  the  Thoracick  Dutt , 
and  fo  onward  to  the  Heart  ?  And  truly 
this  cannot  well  be  afeertained ;  and  if  only 
a  few  Grains  be  feparated  from  the  Mafs,  it 
may  be  lufficient  for  the  Purpofe ;  and  that 
the  Qtiantity  is  fmall,  is  allowed  by  thole 
who  have  had  the  Curiofity  nicely  to  weigh 
it,  both  before  and  after  the  Operation,  the 
Qtiantity  diminifhed  being  almoft  infenfible ; 
which  is  another  Argument  for  the  extreme 
Divifibility  of  its  Parts. 


I  am  well  aware,  that  lome  may  be  apt 
to  cavil,  and  fay,  that  the  Mercury  is  all 
exonerated  without  entering  the  VefTels  for 
Chylification  ;  as  I  remember  a  particular 
Paffage  in  a  late  Pamphlet  (containing  Re¬ 
marks  on  Dr.  Dover  s  Legacy)  wherein  is 
related  a  Cafe  of  a  Relation  of  the  Author’s, 
ir'  who  had  taken  by  the  Mouth  a  large 
44  Quantity  of  Quick-Silver,  in  the  Courfe 
44  of  an  Ounce  every  Morning,  for  the 
44  Space  of  nine  Months;”  and  the  Author 
moft  ingenuoufly  confeffes,  44  That  all  that 
u  could  be  difeovered  from  it  was,  that  he 
a  went  regularly  to  Stool  every  Day ;  he 

46  eat 
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44  eat  and  drank,  and  tiled  Exercile  as  be- 
44  fore,  but  his  Diftetnper  ftill  continued 

44  not  one  jot  the  better - But,  fays  the 

44  Author ,  I  have  this  farther  Remark  to 
44  to  make  on  this  Medicine ;  we  preferved 
44  it  as  it  came  from  his  Body,  by  wafhing 
44  the  Excrement,  and  cleanfing  it  from  all 
44  its  Impurities,  and  it  was  referved  in  a 
c4  Bottle.  He  had  purchafed  in  that  Time 
44  lixteen  Pounds  Weight,  which  he  had  con- 
44  ftantly  taken  every  Morning :  When  we 
44  came  to  weigh  it  again,  there  wanted 
44  only  one  Ounce  and  an  half  of  its  firft 
44  Quantity,  which  I  did  conclude  {fays  he ) 

44  was  loft  in  wafhing,  tho’  very  carefully 
44  performed.’5 

•  r 

»  .  , 

Let  us  reft  here  a  while,  firft  to  difco- 
ver  the  Author’s  Intention  by.  prefen  ting  us 
with  this  Cale  ;  And, 

Secondly,  to  look  back  upon  the  Quantity 
internally  applied* 

I  think  his  Intention  is  eafily  underftood, 
and  his  Expreffions  fignify  as  much,  if  any 
ConftruQjion  can  be  put  upon  them  ;  that  no 
Good  wras  procur’d  by  it  ^  by  which  he  ta- 
k  E  2  citly  • 
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citly  implies,  that  no  ill  Symptom  appear’d 
of  its  poifonous  Qualities  and  deleterous  Ef¬ 
fects,  which  would  certainly  have  been  ex¬ 
cited,  if  it  has  any  at  all,  by  a  much  lefs 
Quantity ;  and  I  may  venture  to  lay,  if 
any  fuch  had  aroie,  the  Author  would  not 
have  fail’d  to  expofe  them. 

And  now  to  look  back  upon  the  Quan¬ 
tity  taken,  a  fixteen  Pounds  Weight,  by  an 
H  Ounce  every  Morning,  for  the  Space  of 
£c  nine  Months.”  Prodigious  !  that  the  Au¬ 
thor  in  all  this  Time,  and  fuch  a  Quantity 
being  fwallowed,  fhould  not  have  found  one 
ill  Symptom :  for  by  the  Scope  and  Defign 
of  his  Difcourfe,  it  is  plain,  he  profeffes  him- 
felf,.  not  an  Admirer,  but  an  Oppofer. 

So  that  I  think,  when  fuch  a  Cafe  is 
brought  before  us,  wherein  fo  large  a  Quan¬ 
tity  as  fixteen  Pounds  were  exhibited,  it  hap¬ 
pens  to  be  one  of  the  greateft  Arguments  on 
our  Side  againft  the  Fear  that  it  lhould  fub- 
lime ,  Efficiently  treated  of  in  another  Place. 

r 

Bur,  to  end  this  Digreflion,  we  will  pro¬ 
ceed  to  the  farther  Relation  of  this  extraor- 
•  dinary  Caie. 


“  Hence 
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u  He  ace  (viz.')  no  Alteration  being  pro¬ 
duced,  he  infers,  a  that  the  Heat  and  Mo- 
u  tion  of  the  Stomach  is  not  fufficient  to  di-. 
vide  the  Globules  of  the  Quick-Silver,  lo 
as  that  any  Part  thereof  may  enter  the 
“  Lafteals,  but  directly  fall  in  with  the  Food, 
u  and  lb  pals  thro’  the  prima  via ,  as  we 
u  could  plai  Jy  perceive  the  large  Globules 
a  intermix’d  with  the  Excrements ;  for  which 
u  Reafon  no  Part  of  it  could  be  communica- 
u  ted  to  the  Blood,  confequently  could  ex* 
“  pwcl  no  Benefit  from  it.” 

But  this  can  never  be  urged  as  a  Rea- 
Ibn  that  the  Mercury  does  not  enter  the 
Blood,  by  thofe  that  are  acquainted  with  the 
DiviJilility  of  Matter. 

V  •»'  v  /  J  M  •  .  *  *  £  t 

Dr.  Chey7ie  obferves,  a  That  tho7  Crude 
“  Mercury  be  boil’d  in  Water,  it  will  not 
“  lole  the  leaf!:  eftimable  Weight ;  and  yet 

u  that  the  Water  will  have  fuch  lenfible  Ef- 

**  '  *’’•  •  *  ,, 

cc  fe£ts,  as  in  Time  to  do  all  that  any  other 
*c  Mercurial  Preparation  will  do,  he  is  con- 
“  vinced 77 

*  4  .  ■  .  .  .  ...»  i  .  .. 

*  Sec  Englijh  Malaij, 

E  ?  There- 
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Therefore,  if  Mercury  boiled  in  Water 
will  thus  impregnate  it,  and  emit  fo  large 
a  Quantity  of  its  volatile  Parts  into  it, 
and  the  Weight  of  the  Mercury  is  not  fen- 
fibly  diminilhed,  I  truft  we  fhall  not  be 
condemned  for  too  eafy  a  Credulity,  if  we 
believe  that  foms  Parts  of  it  alio  may  en¬ 
ter  the  Blood  altho’  the  leaft  eftimable  Dif¬ 
ference  in  Weight  cannot  be  diftinguifhed. 

Again;  If  adorant  Bodies,  that  fend  for 
their  Fffluvia  in  a  fhort  Time,  fufBcient  to 
perfume  or  fcent  a  very  large  Circumference, 
and  are  afterwards  weighed  in  the  moft  ac¬ 
curate  Scales ,  and  the  Diminution  be 
found  not  equal  to  the  fourth  Part  of  a 
Grain ;  this  that  we  have  afferted  will  not 
appear  fo  great  a  Paradox  as  fome  would 
have  it  thought  to  be- 

r  CV 

<  ‘  7  .  •  .  '  •  ' '  ‘  '  > 

The  Difpofition  of  the  Mercury  to  min- 
He  and  afTociate  with  the  Blood  and  all  the 
jinimal  Juices,  is  fuffciently  proved  in 
the  Experiments  related  in  the  fourth 
Chapter  of  the  Fir  ft  Part  of  this  Dif- 
courfe,  which  the  Reader  may  turn  to ; 
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but  now  I  proceed  to  relate  the  Mercurial 
Progrefs  in  the  circulating  Fluids. 

When  Crude  Mercury  incorporated  with 
the  Chyle  lias  enter’d  the  Blood,  it  will, 
by  its  fuperior  Force  and  Gravity,  preis 
forward  thro’  all  Obftru&ions ;  by  the  Sphe¬ 
ricity  of  its  Parts,  it  will  ever  conferve  a 
rolling  Motion  ;  it  can  never  ftagnate  ;  for 
every  Thing  lighter  will  certainly  give  way 
to  that  which  is  fo  much  fpecifically  heavier : 
By  the  Divifihility  of  its  Parts,  it  is  ever 
capable  of  permeating  the  fineft  Paflages, 
whence  the  impacted  Matter  will  be  driven 
forth. 

If  the  Blood  by  Sizinefs  is  grown  ropy 
or  vifcid,  it  will  reftore  it  to  its  due  Confift- 
ence  and  globular  Form. 

If  the  Blood  be  retarded  in  its  Motion,  it 
will  add  Momentum  to  it,  and  caufe  it  to  cir¬ 
culate  more  freely* 

\  *  * 

If  the  Blood  and  Humours  are  become  acrid 

-  *  J  .  i  X  >  I 

or  (harp,  from  too  great  a  Quantity  of  Salts 
difperfed  in  the  Mafs,  by  its  rolling  Motion 

E4  it 
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it  will  break  the  Points  of  them,  and  render 
them  truly  balfamick. 

■  t  J 

If  the  Blood  abounds  with  Scrum ,  by  in- 
creafing  the  circulatory  Motion,  it  will  a f- 
fift  in  evacuating  it  by  Perforation  and 
Sweat . 

On  the  contrary,  if  the  grumous  Part 
is  redundant,  by  Reafcn  of  which  it  cannot 
circulate  with  that  Freedom  and  Celerity, 
it  will  reduce  the  Globules  to  their  true 
Size,  and  by  promoting  all  the  Secretions, 

will  affift  in  diluting  it. 

/ 

4 

When  I  faid,  u  It  renders  the  Juices  balla- 
u  mick,”  I  may  be  eafily  underftood  to 
mean,  that  where  they  abound  with  Salts 
it  will  blunt  and  fheath  their  Points,  and 
reftore  them  to  their  due  Confiftence,  to 
their  natural,  mild,  and  ballamick  State. 

t.  .....  »  .•  <  .  *  ?  *, 

'  *  f  X 

Finally,  if  thefe  are  the  Caules  (and,  I 
am  hire,  I  attribute  nothing  more  than  na¬ 
turally  flows  from  the  Ufe  of  it)  that  are 
produced  ;  as  it  is  capable  of  doing  as 
much  as  any  one  Medicine  I  know  of; 
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as  it  is  as  great  a  Specifick  (in  thefe  Di£ 
orders  I  am  about  to  confider)  as  even 
the  Bark  itfelf;  fo  it  bids  fairer  for  an 
Univerfal  Medicine  than  any  Thing  yet 

diicovered. 

»  >■ '•  '• 1 
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CHAP.  II. 


The  Ufes  of  Crude  Mercury  in  the  Iliac 
Pajfion^  and  other  Difeafes  of  the  In - 
te [tines. 

WE  fhall  firft  undertake  to  fbew  the 
Efficacy  of  Crude  Mercury  in  fome 

Acute  Difeafes,  and  then  to  fpecify  what 
Chronical  Difeafes  it  has  alfo  fucceed- 
ed  in. 

Several  Authors  teftify,  that  it  may  be 
taken  in  the  Iliac  Paf/iou ,  not  only  without 
Harm,  but  with  Succefs. 

By  its  Weight,  it  will  keep  down  the 
fundus  of  the  Stomach,  and  put  a  Period 
to  f  the  convulfive  Motion  of  that  Bowel ; 
and  as  it  paffes  forward,  it  will  check  and 
correct  the  invers'd  Motion  of  all  the  Guts, 
by  means  of  which  the  Excrements  that 

fhould 
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fhould  have  been  excluded  by  the  Anus , 
and  even  Cly/Urs ,  have  been  vomited  up 
by  the  Mouth. 

It  is  fufficientiy  agreed  on  all  Hands,  that 
this  Difeafe  is  improperly  called  the  Twifiing 
of  the  Guts ,  becaufe  by  Anatomy  we  are  al¬ 
lured  that  filch  a  Contortion  can  never 
happen. 

And  the  Realbn  from  whence  our  AfTer- 
tion  is  grounded,  is  evident  from  the  Site  of 
the  Bowels  themlelves,  and  their  clofe  and 
wonderful  Connection  with  that  interme¬ 
diate  Membrane  called  the  Mefentery , 
which  makes  them  to  prelerve  their  juft 
Situation. 

/ 

Anatomy  likewife  has  difcover’d  the  true 
Caufe  of  this  worft  of  Difeafes,  that  the 
obftruCted  Excrement  being  at  reft,  in  what- 
foever  Inteftine  it  remains,  occafions  that  the 
feriftaltic  Motion,  which  fliould  proceed  to 
the  Anus ,  ends  far  fhort  of  it  (viz.)  in  that  Part 
where  the  Excrement  is  lodg’d ;  from  whence 
an  involuntary  and  convulfive  Motion  is  ex* 
cited  in  thofelnteftines  beneath  the  Obftruftion 

upwards ; 
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upwards;  and  the  obftructed  Excrement 
being  not  eafily  removed,  and  the  Morion 
contra  Naturam  continued ;  the  Gut  in  which 
the  Obftru&ion  remains  is  forced  either  into 
a  Part  above  it,  or  into  a  contiguous  Intes¬ 
tine,  that  may  be  compared  to  the  thruft- 
ing  of  the  Finger  of  a  Glove  into  ano¬ 
ther. 

By  this  invers’d  Motion,  thus  excited,  the 
Excrements  that  would  have  palled  off  by 
th z  Anus >  and  by  the  Obftruftion,  and  the 
Situation  of  the  Inteftines  one  within  ano¬ 
ther,  as  in  a  Capful  a,  the  Gut  not  only  in? 
flames,  but  is  ftrangled  ;  a  Stop  is  put  to  the 

f  *  .  _ 

Circulation,  and  a  Gangrene  iucceeds. 

In  this  Cafe,  it  is  too  v/ell  known,  that 
the  common  appropriated  Methods  do  rare¬ 
ly,  if  ever,  fucceed  ;  Reafon  gives  it  againft 
them,  that  they  cannot,  letting  alone  what 
Experience  teftifies :  For  to  what  End  is  the 
Stomach  gorg’d  and  drench’d  with  Cathar- 
ticks ,  that  never  pals  lo  low  as  the  Obftruc- 
tion  before  they  are  return’d  at  the  Mouth  ? 
-To  what  End  are  Narcoticks  given  to  ftay 
the  inverted  Motion,  lince  the  Stomach  ah 
t  <  >  ;  ways 
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ways  rejects  them  P  And  were  they  to  be  de¬ 
tain’d,  would,  it’s  to  be  fear’d,  rather  in  c reale 
the  Obftruftion,  by  rendering  it  more  fixed. 

Clyfiers ,  tho’  frequently  injefted,  can  only 
cleanfe  but  a  fmall  Part  of  the  lower  InteP 
tines,  if  they,  together  with  the  Excrement, 
are  not  thrown  up  by  the  Mouth :  And  thus 
they  plainly  do  Mifchief,  by  giving  an  addi¬ 
tional  Mome7rtttm  to  the  inverted  ferifim- 
tick  Motion. 

Wherefore  Realon  dictates,  and  Experi¬ 
ence  confirms,  that  unlels  fomething  be  ap-> 
plied  which  is  fpecifically  heavier  than  all  Bo^ 
dies  (except  Gold)  and  a  Fluid  can  only  be 
fufficient  to  fettle  the  Ventricle ,  and  by  its 
Activity  to  pafs  thro’  the  Pylorus ,  the  Ob- 
ftrubtion  can  not  be  removed,  nor  the  Ver- 
nicular  Motion  reftored. 

••  c  ^  .  . -  .  - .  f  .  :  ,  »  ^ 

<-  :  ’  J  i  J  K  -  L  i)  >  V  \  ,  . 

And  altho5  the  Manner  of  its  Operation  is 
fo  plain  (I  had  almoft  laid) '  certain  Succefs 
lo  vifible,  and  in  a  Cafe  that  will  feldom  or 
never  admit  of  any  other  Remedy,  yet  the 
Adverfaries  to  Quick-Silver  will  hardly  al¬ 
low  it  here  •  having  formed  lb  many  wild 

Chimeras 


> 
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Chimera's  of  its  Operation  fo  very  idle,  that 
indeed  they  are  below  the  Cognizance  of 
every  Writer ;  fuch  as  burding  of  the  In- 
tedines,  a  Poyfon ,  a  Caufiich ,  &rc.  And  fome 
have  darted  fuch  ignorant  Notions,  led  on 
by  I  know  not  what  Kind  of  Inveteracy, 
whereby  it  would  appear,  if,  by  the  Rea- 
fons  they  advance,  and  the  pretended  Fafts 
they  relate,  we  may  deduce  any  thing ;  I 
fay,  we  mud  conclude,  that  Quick-Silver 
was  the  Caufe  of  thefe  Obdru&ions. 

But  befides  our  modern  Hidories  of  thefe 
Cafes,  wherein  Quick-Silver  has  been  lo 
very  fuccefsful,  we  have  Antiquity  alfo  on 
our  Side. 

if.  ab  Heers  affirms,  a  He  has  lee n  it 
a  given  without  any  Harm,  when  it  has 
cc  been  drain’d  thro’  Leather,  it  being  void- 
iC  ed  in  a  fhort  Time,  carrying  the  Excre- 
“  ments  with  it;  after  taking  it,  he  pre- 
“  fently  gave  a  Clyder  of  Crete  Wine ,  by 
u  Means  whereof  he  has  fav’d  feveral  that 
u  have  been  ready  to  die  of  the  Tendon 
u  of  the  Colon?] 


Par/zus 
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Par&us  fays,  “  Several  have  been  cur’d 
“  of  the  Iliac  Pafjion  by  drinking  three 
u  Pounds  of  it ;  and  that  lbme  give  two 
u  Ounces  in  a  rear  Egg.” 

Petrus  Pena,  as  Vefchius^  Obf.  43.  relates, 
u  cleans’d  the  Quick-Silver  from  the  lea- 
“  den  Part  by  boiling  it  in  Vinegar  and 
a  Wine,  and  then  palling  it  thro’  a  Lea- 
“  ther ;  then  he  tied  it  in  a  Bunch  with  a 
a  Thread,  in  a  thin  Parchment  wherein  Gold 
u  had  been  beaten  :  He  inclos’d  an  Ounce 
a  and  an  half  of  Quick-Silver  lb  purified, 

“  and  covered  it  with  a  Glew  made  of  Gum. 

“  Tragacanth  ;  and  when  it  was  dried  by  a 
u  gentle  Fire,  he  took  off  the  Thread,  and 
a  gave  the  Patient  the  Pill  to  fwallow  in 
u  Honey,  or  Syrup ;  fo  the  Glew  being 
“  prelently  diffolved  in  the  Stomach,  the 
u  Quick-Silver  purged  plentifully  ;  and  one 
u  was  currd  by  taking  this  Dofe  twice  ” 

v  •  ; 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  taking 
of  Quick-Silver  by  the  Mouth  is  not  quite 

,  ..  O'-; .  .  *  ■  .  '  ’  :i  v  $ 

*  See  Mercurhis  CompitaUtlus }  or  A  Guide  to  the  Frail  I* 
cal  Fhjgcian, 

lb 
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fo  novel  as  fome  would  have  it  thought 
to  be  •  and  the  great  Caution  wherewith  it 
was  uled  in  the  Cafe  of  Petrus  Pena ,  can 
fignify  no  more,  than  that  its  Innocency  not 
being  fo  well  confirm’d,  was  the  only  Rea- 
fon  why  it  was  ufed  with  fo  much  Cau¬ 
tion,  and  fo  fparingly ;  except  in  the  Cafe 
of  Parous,  who  apply’d  it  in  a  larger 
Quantity. 

It  is  certain  the  admirable  Efficacy  here¬ 
of  they  were  fufficiently  convinced  of  (and 
we  may  venture  to  determine  thus  much 
for  them)  upon  Account  of  thole  tranfoen- 
dent  Properties*  its  Weight  and  Fluidity . 
Its  Efficacy  they  were  allured  of,  tho’  its 
Innocency  was  not  fo  well  known ;  which* 
upon  Trial,  appeared  no  lels  remarkable, 
than  that  it  had  removed  the  Caufe  of 
thefe  Complaints. 

Under  this  Head,  it  mu  ft  be  remember’d* 
how  extremely  uleful  it  is  in  all  Obftruftions 
of  the  Inteftines  whatfoever ;  whether  of  the 
Cholick,  Amply  fo  called,  by  Inflation  of 
Wind  into  the  Colon ,  or  complicated  with  a 
Nephritick  Diforder,  as  in  the  Stone-CholicL 

In 
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In  violent  bilious  Vomitings,  accompanied 
with  acute  Pains  of  the  Belly,  and  in  ex¬ 
treme  Coftivenefs,  which,  if  not  timely  re¬ 
garded,  will  produce  that  terrible  Difeale 
we  have  been  treating  of,  and  may  be  look’d 
upon  as  the  firft  Stage. 

To  exemplify  the  Excellency  of  Crude 
Mercury  in  thefe  Dilbrders,  we  may  have 
Recourfe  to  the  following  Hiftories. 

A  Man  aged  Forty  was  afflifted  with  Hift.  1. 
violent  Pains  of  the  Belly,  Coftivenefs,  and 
inceifant  Vomitings  of  bilious  Matter,  which 
held  him  two  Days  before  I  was  concerned 
for  him ;  a  Swelling  appeared  a  little  above 
the  Navel,  which  I  difcovered  to  be  an  um¬ 
bilical  Ru£ture  5  endeavouring  to  reduce  it 
by  Compreflion  of  my  Hand,  that  it  might 
be  retained  by  a  Brace,  it  would  not  be  re- 
rntfy.ed,  nor  in  the  leaft  recede. 

Before  he  applied  to  me,  he  fancied  his  Sto¬ 
mach  to  be  foul,  and  therefore  had  taken  a 
Vomit  of  his  own  preparing,  made  of  a 
ftrong  Deco&ion  of  the  Senecio  vulgaris ,  or 
common  Ground-fell ;  which  together  with 

F  the 
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the  Pre-difpofition  of  the  Stomach  to  throw 
up  its  Contents,  excited  fuch  ftrong  Con- 
vulfions  in  all  the  Inteftines,  that  I  con- 
eluded  he  was  paft  the  Affiftance  of  Me¬ 
dicine. 

X  gave  him  two  Ounces  of  the  Quick¬ 
silver,  which  remain’d  with  him,  his  Sto¬ 
mach  did  not  recoil,  and  in  fome  Hours  it 
pafs’d  downward,  and  he  had  three  or  four 

Stools. 

'  '  :r  r  O  ’  <  .  -  •  * , 

• »  a  j  i.  , 

The  next  Day  the  Swelling  that  appeared 
fo  tenfe  and  hard,  became  fcft  and  pliable, 
and  cafijy  receded  ;  but  toward  Night  the 
Vomiting  returning,  the  Dole  was  repeated^ 
which  gave  him  more  Stools  ;  his  Pains 
went  off  the  Vomiting  ceas’d,  the  Rup¬ 
ture  was  reduced ;  that  Night  he  flept 
well,  and  thus  was  clear’d  of  his  Difealb, 
with  only  four  Ounces  of  this  noble  Me- 
dicine. 

*  i  r  <  r  r 

Such  Succefs  from  fo  fmall  a  Quantity 
could  hardly  be  expected,  nor  did  I  in  the 
kail  look  for  ;  the  Misfortune  lies,  in  that 
Crude  Mercury  lias  been  fo  confidently  re¬ 
ported 
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ported  a  Poilbn,  and  of  the  moft  malignant 
Sort,  that  it  is  with  great  Difficulty  we  can 
prevail  to  apply  it ;  Arguments  cannot  per- 
fuade,  and  nothing  but  the  laft  Extremity  can 
overcome ;  and  when  we  have  obtained  thus 
much,  we  are  limited  in  the  Quantity,  by  the 
Patient’s  unreasonable  Fears,  or  thole  about 
him. 

A  Woman  about  Five  and  Thirty  was  Hift.U. 
feiz’d  with  a  violent  Pain  in  her  Stomach 
and  Bowels,  continual  Vomitings,  and  a 
eonftipated  Belly. 

1  applied  the  briskeft  Catharticks ,  and  the 
moft  purgative  ftimulating  Clyfters ;  the 
Vomiting  rather  increas’d  than  diminifh’d 
the  Catharticks,  as  often  as  lwallow’d  thrown 
up  ;  the  Clyfters  as  often  as  injefted  return’d 
in  the  lame  State ;  Opiates  were  taken  to 
moderate  the  Convulfion  of  the  Ventricle, 

Catharticks ,  with  Narcoticks  and  Clyfters , 
were  ftill  repeated  with  this  bad  Succefs, 
that  no  Stools  could  be  procured,  the  Pain 
greatly  increaled,  and  the  Vomitings  more 
frequent  than  ever  ;  all  proving  Ineffectual, 

F  2  and 


68  Of  the  Force  and  Energy  of 

and  the  Symptoms  heightened,  together 
with  a  ftrong  Fever,  I  propofed  the  Quick- 
Silver,  which  was  at  laft  complied  with. 
She  took  for  a  Dofe  two  Ounces,  repeated 
once  in  three  Hours  till  fhe  had  a  Stool ;  in 
all  floe  had  taken  fix  Ounces.  When  I  vifited 
her  again,  fhe  was  much  compofed,  her 
Pain  moderated,  her  Vomiting  ceas’d,  but 
no  Stools.  I  prefs’d  her  to  continue  the 
Courie,  but  fhe  replied  it  was  a  Poifon, 
and  that  fhe  had  taken  already  too  much ; 
I  then  put  her  into  a  Courie  of  Catharticks, 

and  directed  half  a  Dram  of  the  P/7,  ex 

0 

Duolus  made  up  into  Pills  to  be  fwallowed, 
and  two  Ounces  of  the  Elixir  Salutis  to 

v  *  *  *  -  •  -  *  i  , 

be  drank  after  it,  and  another  Clyfier .  The 
Stomach  was  lo  well  reftored  to  its  Fun-ftiori 

;  *  •  .  V 

and  Ufa,  that  fhe  retained  the  Purgatives, 
and  in  a  few  Hours  had  fome  Stools,  flept 
well  afterwards  that  Night ;  but  the  next 
Morning  the  Pains  returned.  We  kept  on 
with  Cdtharticks ,  and  after  Stools  gave 
her  a  Narcotick  \  they  returned  again  the 
next  Morning,  and  thus  was  relieved  again; 
and  this  Day  the  Quick-Silver  at  laft  came 
away,  carrying  with  it  an  exceeding  large 
Stool  of  ixioft  fetid  and  knotted  Excrement ; 
f  upon 
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tipon  this  her  Pains  quite  left  her,  and  (lie 
is  well. 


And  here  it  is  very  remarkable,  that  front 
the  firft  Dole  of  Quick-Silver,  we  had  no 
iliore  Reachings  nor  Vomitings,  upon  which, 
it  muft  be  allow’d,  that  the  greareft  Diffi¬ 
culty  retarding  the  Cure  depended,  and 
therefore  may  be  infilled  on  as  the  firft  In¬ 
tention;  which  was  by  the  Weight  of  the 
Mercury  moft  happily  procur’d^ 


And  that  the  Mercury  made  not 
its  Way  fooner,  was  owing  to  the  Small- 
nefs  of  the  Quantity  Iwal lowed,  and  the 
great  Refiftance  of  the  Excrement  which 
fluff’d  up  the  Inteftines ;  lb  that  had  a  larger 
Quantity  been  taken,  the  greater  the  Weight, 
the  fboner  would  have  been  the  DejeflJon, 
and  the  Cure  accomplifhech 

About  the  latter  End  of  September  laft 
I  was  in  London ,  and  had  Occafion  to  recom¬ 
mend  Crude  Mercury  in  a  like  Cale  :  I  can¬ 
not  give  a  better  Account  of  it,  than  by 
inferring  his  Letter  that  attended  the  Pa- 
tient*  -  - 


*  3 
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*  * 


U  T  Can’t  omit  the  Cafe  of  Mrs.  Moore ;  you 
A  a  being  fo  opportunely  at  our  Houfe, 

“  when  the  News  came  in  that  fhe  could 
u  not  retain  any  thing  in  her  Stomach,  and 
u  had  vomited  up  a  purging  Potion  but  a 
u  little  before  taken;  and  advifing  us  to 
a  give  the  Quick-Silver,  by  which  fhe  was 
u  perfectly  relieved,  you  feem  to  have  a 
u  Title  to  her  Cafe,  as  to  you  her  Life 
u  and  Recovery  are  entirely  owing,  at  a 
a  Time  when  there  feem’d  to  be  no  Re- 
u  medv  but  Death. 

Hlft.  ill.  u  On  Sunday  Afternoon  fhe  was  feiz’d 
u  with  racking  Pains  in  her  Stomach  and 
a  Bowels,  which  Pie  endur’d  all  Night ; 
u  for  Relief,  fhe  apply’d  to  Brandy  between 
a  whiles,  and  fometimes  mix’d  with  hot 
u  Beer  :  An  high  Fever  came  on,  nothing 
4<  could  be  retain’d  in  her  Stomach,  for 
a  every  Thing  was  thrown  up  by  the 
cc  Mouth,  and  extremely  coftive.  Betimes 
“  on  Monday  Morning  fhe  took  an  Ounce 

“  and 
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“  and  an  half  of  a  Cathartick  Tincture,  which 
could  have  no  Effect,  being  immediately 
a  thrown  up.  After  this,  we  would  have 
u  given  her  lome  purging  Pills,  but  fhe 
ic  could  not  fwallow  them ;  inftead  there- 
“  fore,  we  ordered  her  half  an  Ounce  of 
the  CariGcojlimm  to  be  diffolv’d  in  an 
u  Ounce  of  theTinfture,  and  a  Clyfter  to 
s£  be  adminifter’d  to  meet  and  affift  its 
u  Operation,  by  relaxing  the  conftipated 
Belly: 

“  The  Potion  returned  in  about  a  Quar- 
u  ter  of  an  Hour,  with  Abundance  of 
u  lilous  Matter  and  undigefted  Goofe  {lie 
had  eaten  on  Sunday ;  the  Clyfter  re- 
“  turn’d  as  clear  away  as  it  had  been  in- 
a  jefted.  I'  omitted  to  inform  you  of  a 
convulfive  Fit  fhe  had  in  the  Morning 
u  that  held  her  half  an  Hour,  and  another 
a  in  the  Afternoon,  with  violent  Vomitings 
a  between  whiles,  and  no  Stools,  no  Faffage 
a  downwards ;  which,  if  you  remember, 

“  determin’d  us  to  give  an  Ounce  of  Quick- 
Silver  >  from  which  Time  fhe  never  vo- 
“  mited ;  her  Pains,  except  a  little  Sore- 

b'  F  4  “  nels, 

•  \ 

**?.•  • 
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u  nels,  vanifhed  :  This  happy  Succefs  at- 
u  tending  the  firft  Dofe,  which  was  taken 
44  at  Five  o'  Clock  in  the  Afternoon,  at 
44  Eight  o’  Clock  we  repeated  another 

Ounce ;  after  which  fhe  llept  the  whole 
44  Night,  as  if  floe  had  taken  a  ftrong 
44  Opiate,  and  had  feven  or  eight  molt  fas- 
44  tid  Stools  between  whiles. 

i 

44  The  Symptomatick  Fever  and  Inflam- 
a  mation  of  the  Inteftines  was  by  Tuefday 
44  Morning  entirely  abated,  fo  that  we 
44  had  no  room  to  take  off  any  Blood,  as 
44  we  had  intended. 

44  On  Wednefday  flae  took  another  Ounce, 
44  and  at  Night  repeated  to  prevent  a  Re- 
44  iaple,  which  gave  her  more  Stools. 

a  There  is  yet  one  Thing  farther  I  had 
cc  like  to  have  pafs'd  over :  She  had  a 
ct  young  Child  lucking  at  her  Breaft,  which, 
cc  becaufe  of  her  Diforder,  they  had  no  other 
a  Way  but  to  wean;  but  her  Mi:k  is  re- 
Ci  turn’d  as  flufh  as  ever,  and  I  have  leen 
Ci  the  Child  this  Morning  again  at  her 

44  Breaft. 
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T  ~ 

“  Breaft.  To  conclude  this  whole  Rela- 
“  tion,  both  the  Mother  and  the  Child  are 
“  now  in  perfect  Health,  and  go  abroad. 

1  am  - -  *  *,  be. 

Samuel  Harris. 

-  .  * 

% 

N  1  \  t  M 

From  the  Whole,  we  may  draw  this  In¬ 
ference,  That  the  Doles  of  the  Mercury 
mu  ft  be  proportion’d,  as  other  Medicines 
are,  to  the  Jge,  Strength ,  and  Confutation  • 
and  alio,  mult  be  increas’d  or  diminifh’d,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Height  and  Degree  of  the 
Difeafe  :  For,  in  the  Cafes  before  us,  it  is 
evident,  that  two  Ounces  did  produce  in 
one,  what  fix  Ounces  would  not  in  another : 
and  in  each  of  the  Cafes  before  us,  the 
fame  Quantity  had  not  the  fame  Effect. 

But  then  it  differs  mod  effentially  from 
other  Medicines  in  this,  that  the  Dofe  may 
be  increaled  and  repeated  without  any 
Harm  ;  whereas  in  thole  that  are  any  thing 
efficacious,  if  not  ufed  cautioufiy,  our  Pa¬ 
tient  may  be  loft. 

But 
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But  this,  as  I  haiTe  laid,  can  never  happen 
here ;  and  all  the  Harm  to  be  done  by  an 
Over-Dole,  is  a  Matter  of  no  great  Diffi¬ 
culty,  being  only  more  frequent  Stools. 

Things  being  fo,  in  thefe  Cafes  I  fhould 
be  for  repeating  the  Mercury,  and  in- 
creafing  the  Dofe  till  the  Intention  is  an- 
fwered- 


CHAP, 


Crude  Mercury. 


75 


CHAP.  III. 

Of  the  Ufes  of  Crude  Mercury  in  the 
Cure  of  Rheuma  ticks. 

1  i  H  E  Rheumatifm  has  been  defin’d, 
JL  u  a  Difiemfer  aflefting  chiefly  the 
“  common  Membrane  of  the  Muicles^ 
a  which  it  makes  rigid,  and  unfit  for  Mo- 
u  tion  ”  * :  A  Definition  much  of  a  Piece 
with  what  fome  Philofophers  have  ufed ; 
who,  when  they  were  at  a  Lois  to  explain 
fome  of  the  Phxnomina  of  Nature,  ele¬ 
gantly  termed  them  Occult  Qualities  ;  but 
let  us  compare  this  with  what  the  learned 
Sydenham  has  faid  of  this  Difeafe. 

,Ji  ;  j  s  .  I'  «.  '  ■  >  '  ~  '  '  »  - 

“  This  Difeafe  appears  at  any  Time,  but; 
“  elpecially  in  the  Autumn ,  and  chiefly 

I 

*  See  Quincy* s  Lexicon, 

“  ilizes 
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a  feizes  thofe  that  are  in  the  Flower  of 
their  Age;  it  moft  commonly  arifes  by 
a  taking  Cold ,  after  the  Sick  has  been  lieat- 

u  ed  with  violent  Exercife. - It  begins 

“  with  Shivering  and  Shaking,  and  pre- 
a  fently  Heat,  Reftlefhefs,  and  Thirft ;  and 
u  other  Symptoms  follow  which  accom- 
a  pany  a  Fever.  After  a  Day  or  two, 
“  and  lcmetimes  fooner,  the  Patient  is 
u  troubled  with  violent  Pain,  feme  times 
“  in  this,  fometimes  in  that  Joint,  in  the 
cc  Wrift  and  Shoulders ,  but  moft  common- 
u  ly  in  the  Kjiees :  It  now  and  then 

ic  changes  Place,  and  feizes  elfe where,  lea- 
tc  ving  fome  Rednefs  and  Swelling  in  the 
“  Part  it  laft  poffefs’d.  At  firft7  for  lome 
u  Days,  the  Fever  and  the  Symptoms  above- 
u  mentioned  happen  lometimes  together  ; 
“  but  the  Fever  goes  off  by  Degrees,  the 
“  Matter  of  the  Fever  being  put  off  to 
“  the  Joints ;  which  is  manifeft,  for  that 
u  the  Fever  frequently  returns,  when  the 
u  morbifick  Matter  is  repell’d  by  the  unfea- 
?  fonable  Ufe  of  external  Medicines,”  fc.  * 


i 


*  See  Sykriham' s  Ptyfich 
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It  often  appears  periodically,  elpecially 
in  the  Head  and  Face. 

It  is'  not  eafy  to  determine  the  precile 
Seat  of  this  Difeafe ;  it  lometimes  affefts 
the  Joints ,  and  lometimes  the  Mufcles ;  and 
at  other  Times  the  Glands  will  be  atfe&ed. 
which  appears  by  thefe  concurrent  Symp¬ 
toms,  Pain,  Inflammation 7  and  Tumour  ;  and 
in  Pains  of  the  Face  and  Jaws,  the  Parotidal 
Glands  generally  are  affefted. 

The  Blood,  in  thefe  Cafes,  is  obferved 
to  be  Pleuritical  and  Sizey ,  and  therefore 
the  Author  before  quoted  recommends 
Bleeding ,  and  that,  where  the  Conftitution 
will  bear  it,  to  be  feequently  repeated. 

And  thus  much  in  General ;  but  now 
let  us  enter  more  narrowly  into  the  Rile 
of  this  Difeafe,  from  whence  the  Seat  of  it 
will  be  in  feme  meafure  determined,  and  the 
proper  Methods  of  Cure  more  eafily  ap¬ 
pear  ;  for  without  we  can  determine  fome- 
thing  of  the  State  of  the  Blood  in  thefe, 
and  the  like  Cafes,  we  may  wander  ftill  in 
the  dark. 
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The  Blood  is  of  an  undue  Confidence  ;  its 
Quality  is  altered,  as  well  as  its  Quantity 
increafed.  .  The  Scrum  is  diminifhed,  the 
Mafs  is  incrailated,  and  the  Blood  in  Part 
deprived  of  its  Liquidity  ;  it  becomes  ropy 
and  gkttitto.us. 

►  ^  \  •  J  i'  '  .  '  .9  .’>»-•->  >  «  f  »  ,  i  k  -  ,„r 

From  fitch  a  State,  it  is  eafily  perceived, 
that  the  Blood  is  no  longer  capacitated  to 
circulate  thro’  the  meandrous  Windings  of 
the  Capillar)/  Vejj'els ,  but  is  apt  to  ftag- 
nate  there,  there  being  not  a  due  Quantity 
of  Scrum,  the  Grmnous  Parts  cleave  toge¬ 
ther,  and  grow  vifeid ,  and,  like  a  Dam, 
fluff  up  the  Capillary  Arteries ;  the  Blood 
being  ftill  in  Circulation  in  the  larger  Trunks, 
by  repeated  PercufTions,  endeavours  to  prefs 
forward,  and  arriving  at  the  finer  Ramifica¬ 
tions  in  the  membranous  Parts,  excites 
Pain,  Inflammation,  and  Fever  :  And  till 

this  Dyfcracy  of  the  Blood  be  alter’d,  the 

•»  ^ 

Circulation  cannot  be  performed  in  tilde 
VeflUs ;  nor  can  the  Juices  be  flereted  by 
the  Glands,  wherefore  they  muft  ncceffarily 
tumefy  and  inflame. 
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To  attempt  the  Cure,  according  to  the 
Rule  of  moft  medicinal  Writers,  Blood  is  to 
be  taken  away  from  the  moft  convenient 
Part,  Attendants  are  to  be  apply’d,  and  a 
thin  diluting  Regimen  is  to  be  obferved, 
and  fuch  other  Meafures  taken  as  may  give 
Velocity  to  the  Blood,  whereby  the  Ob- 
ft  ructions  may  be  removed,  and  the  Circu¬ 
lation  carried  on  with  due  Forcea 

i  ...  i.  .  t  v  *  .  *  * 

And  to  this  End,  if  the  Pulfe  is  feeble 
and  languid,  warm  aromatick  Medicines 
are  applied,  and  fuch  as  are  called  Sudo- 
rificks ,  to  promote  Perfpiration  and  Sweat ; 
by  which  Means  the  Velocity  is  increalecf, 
the  obftrufted  Matter  fafter  wedg’d  in,  and 
the  Blood  is  more  deprived  of  that  Moift 
ture,  of  which  already  it  has  loft  too  much: 
But,  as  I  faid,  the  Patient  is  directed  to  a 
thin  diluting  Diet,  by  which  it  appears  he 
receives  more  Benefit  than  by  the  repeated 
Doles  of  fuch  Medicines. 

Biifters  too  are  often  applied ;  but  with 
what  Succefs?  The  Blood  receives  a  frefh 
Velocity  by  the  Infinuation  of  the  Salts  in 
the  Flies :  A  Vefication  is  made,  Scrum  is 

again 
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again  drained  off,  the  Blood  is  more  in¬ 
flamed  and  incraffated. 

•  r  *  »  , 

And  after  thefe  Evacuations  of  Sweat 

4  ■  •-  A 

and  BJzfiers,  and  it  may  be  Urine ,  Nar¬ 
coticks  are  given  ;  and  thus  the  Difeafe  is 
protrafted,  rather  fix’d  than  remov’d. 

>  v  i  i  -4  *  y  *  ‘  1 1 

•  ^  v  *  j*  y 

If  in  the  Place  of  thefe  we  conftitute  a 
Remedy,  fhall  we  be  cenfur’d  ? 

*  >  **  •  *■  r 

Qiiick-$ilvery  as  will  appear  by  the  fob? 
lowing  Hiftories,  does  beft  anfwer  the  In-? 
tention  ;  a  by  its  fuperior  Force  and  Gra- 
tc  vity,  it  will  break  thro’  all  Obftru&ions,” 
and  open  a  PafTage  for  the  Blood  which  was 
before  impeded  in  its  Courfe. 

It  will  fufficiently  diffolve  the  Viicidities 
in  the  Blood  and  Juices,  and  render  their 
Parts  fmall  enough  to  pervade  the  finefi:  Ca¬ 
pillary  Canal. 

Or  fuppofing  that  the  Blood  is  of  a  dif¬ 
ferent  Contexture  than  that  I  have  deferibed 

* 

(vizi)  if  it  be  acrid  and  fharp,  by  a  Con¬ 
fluence  of  faline  Corpufcles,  and  that  by  its 

Acri- 
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Acrimony,  it  corrodes  the  nervous  and 
membranous  Parts,  Quick-Silver,  with  a 
thin  cooling  Diet,  will  iboneft  expedite  the 
Cure  ;  for  by  its  fjherical  Form  and  rolling 
Motion,  it  will  break  and  deftroy  the  Points 
of  the  Salts,  thereby  reftoring  the  Blood 
to  its  natural,  mild,  and  balfamick  State  ; 
lo  that  which  loever  be  the  Condition  of 
the  Blood,  and  all  the  Juices,  do  certainly 
participate  of  the  fame  Dyfcracy  :  This  Re¬ 
medy,  as  I  have  feveral  Times  proved,  will 
beft  effeft  a  Cure  after  ten  Ounces  of  Blood 
has  been  taken  away,  which  nmft  how¬ 
ever,  in  Regard  to  Quantity,  be  proportion’d 
to  the  Age  and  Conftitution  of  the  Patient. 

I  have  taken  but  little  Notice  of  the  Solids 
in  this  Difquifition,  becaufe  they  are  only 
pallive.  *  -  •  y  - 

w  f  r  *  r  |  Tr  t 

( '*  "‘i  1  inr.  i  ■  c  ■  •  ■ .  ;  j  .  t 

A  young  Woman  in  the  twenty-firfl  Year  Eift. 
of  her  Age,  was  aihiSed  with  an  univerlai 
confirm’d  Rheumatifm ,  the  Ufe  of  her  Limbs 
taken  away,  and  Bed-rid  ;  by  frequent  Re¬ 
turns,  it  was  almoft  become  a  Part  of  her 
Habit.  Under  the  common  Methods  of  Cure, 
more  than  once  hie  had  lansnufhed  for  a 

♦  G  Month 
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Month  or  fix  Weeks  togteher,  and  after  this 
another  Fortnight  before  fhe  was  able  to 
get  down  Stairs. 

By  purfuing  this  Courfo  of  Crude  Mer~ 
cury,  file  was  able  to  go  abroad  in  a  Week, 
entirely  free  from  Pain,  and  well,  altho’ 
before  the  Application  file  could  not  turn  in 
her  Bed,  being  not  in  the  leafl:  able  to  move  a 
Limb,  or  a  Finger,  without  intolerable  Pain ; 
and  ever  fince,  tho7  of  a  Rheumatick  Habit 
for  feveral  Years,  a  Fit  conftantly  reviving 
Spring  and  Fall,  has  enjoyed  a  Series  of 
continued  Health,  no  Return,  not  fo  much 
as  wandering  Pains,  notwithftanding  her  Em¬ 
ployment  is  very  much  in  the  Wet  and 
Cold. 

Hi  a.  v.  A  Man  aged  Thirty,  of  a  lean  confump- 
tive  Habit,  occafioned  by  repeated  Illnefles, 
and  frequent  Returns  of  the  Rheumatick  Pa - 
roxifms ,  at  lead:  once  or  twice  in  a  Winter 
for  feven  Years  part,  was  feized  with  very 
acute  Pains,  and  Lamenels  in  his  Limbs, 
complicated  with  Inflammation  of  his  Throat 
and  Lungs,  a  violent  Loolenefs,  and  fiharp 
Pains  in  his  Bowels,  Fluflhing  in  his  Cheeks, 

the 
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the  Veflels  of  the  Tunica  Albuginea  of  his 
Eyes  as  turgid  as  in  an  Ophthalmy ,  hard 
quick  Pulfe,  dry  black  Tongue,  Urine  of 
the  higheft  Colour  like  Blood*  and  a  Sedi¬ 
ment  as  deep  as  Vermilion ;  in  fhort,  here 
were  all  the  Symptoms  of  the  higheft  inflam¬ 
matory  Fever ;  and  this  was  the  fecond 
Day. 

1 

My  firft  and  proper  Concern  was  to 
abate  the  Inflammation ;  and  to  releaie  him 
from  ftrangling,  I  took  away  about  fourteen 
Ounces  of  Blood  from  the  Arm,  the  Surface 
of  which  loon  appear’d  fizy^  and  of  a  greenijh 
Colour,  the  grumous  Part  very  tough  and 
black,  the  Scrum  of  a  yellowifh  Green* 
and  in  no  fmall  Quantity;  the  Symptoms 
increafing,  that  is,  the  Pain  more  acute  with 
Delirium ,  only  his  Throat  a  little  relax’d, 
that  he  cou’d  fwallow  Liquids  with  left 
Difficulty,  I  began  the  Mercurial  Courfe , 
the  Loofeneft  being  a  little  abated. 

After  the  two  firft  Dofes,  which  gave 
him  only  two  Stools  a-piece,  we  had  a  vifi- 
ble  Alteration  for  the  better,  his  Pains  mo¬ 
derated,  could  now  fwallow  pretty  well, 

G  2  '  and 
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and  began  to  expeftorate  a  tough  ropy 
Phlegm,  and  fell  into  natural  breathing 
Sweats.  On  the  fourth  Day  he  was  able 
to  get  out  of  Bed  to  have  it  made, 
gentle  Sweats  continuing,  and  Stools  be¬ 
tween  whiles.  He  was,  in  fine,  totally 
relieved  of  all  his  Complaints  on  the  eighth 
Day ;  and  on  the  twelfth  came  to  my 
Houle  to  return  me  Thanks  for  my  Cure. 

I  muft  take  Notice  here,  that  in  more 
Cafes  than  one,  I  have  been  an  Eye-Witneis 
of  the  great  Succels  of  Bleeding  freely 
from  the  Arm,  or  moll  convenient  Part? 
in  high  inflammatory  Rheumatifms,  when 
it  has  been  repeated  occafionally,  even  as  in 
Pleuritick  Cafes,  every  other  Day,  or  third 
Day,  by  ten  Ounces  at  a  Time ;  and  I 
have  oblerved  the  gradual  Recovery  after 
every  Bleeding. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

Of  the  Ufes  of  Crude  Mercury  in  the 

Gravel  and  Stone. 

IN  Anatomical  Exercifes,  where  a  Fluid 
of  extraordinary  Subtlety  is  wanted  to 
dilate  the  fmall  Ramifications  of  the  Vefi 
fels,  we  would  make  perfpicuous,  Crude 
Mercury  is  frequently  ufed. 

I  took  the  Kidney  of  a  Dog,  with  the  Exper. 
Emulgent  Artery  annex’d ;  into  it  I  pour’d  xYI11 
a  large  Quantity  of  Quick-Silver,  which, 
by  its  own  Gravity ,  without  any  Force, 
pervaded  that  whole  vafculous  Contexture, 
even  till  it  was  dilcharged  into  the  Pelvis 
and  Ureter  by  the  Pori  Urinarii  of  Pel - 
liniy  the  Quick-Silver  being  firft  cleared 
of  its  Drofs,  and  ftrain’d  for  the  Purpofe. 


Gj 
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It  is  apparent,  by  the  Laws  of  Secre¬ 
tion,  that  thefe  fmall  Tubes,  or  rather,  with 
Bellini ,  Pores,  refufe  Entrance  to  the  glo¬ 
bular  Parts  of  the  Blood,  tho?  ever  fo  fmall, 
by  admitting  only  the  ferous . 


And  this  is  the  Nature  of  Urinary  Secre - 
sfrfl  t'^0n :  The  Elood  deduc’d  by  the  Aorta,  or 
on,  how  great  Artery,  is  thrown  into  the  Emulgent , 
IbrniU  feacl$  forth  fbme  Branches  to  the  Sur¬ 

face  of  the  Kidney  for  its  Nourishment, 
the  larger  Trunk  thereof  entering  the  ex¬ 
cavated  Part  into  the  very  Snbftance,  emp¬ 
ties  the  Blood  into  thole  Capillary  Arteries, 
of  which  the  Glandular  Part  is  partly 
form’d  ;  and  each  Gland  empties  the  Scrum 
by  one  or  more  excretory  Dufts  into  the 
Pelvis ,  as  the  common  Receptacle;  which 
excretory  Duels  are  no  other  than  the  ex¬ 
treme  Endings  of  thefe  Caf  illary  Arteries . 


* 


Now  if  we  imagine  a  fgiral  Tube  as 
anaiagous  to  the  vale  do  us  Contexture  of 
thefe  Glands,  which  fecrete  the  Urine,  the 
Bore  of  which  in  the  Centre  may  be  capa¬ 
cious  enough  to  admit  a  Globule  of  Blood, 
the  Diameter  whereof  decreafing  gradually, 

to 
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to  the  Extremity  of  the  Circumference  ,  till 

it  is  become  alrnoft  as  fine  as  an  Hair . 

,  ’  .  •  . ,  •  . 

.3  |  .  •  :  X  >•  k 

The  Globule ,  or  grumous  Parts,  may 
enter  the  Tube,  and  proceed  to  fome  Dis¬ 
tance  ;  but  the  Bore  growing  lefs  and  lefs, 
fo  as  to  become  too  finall  to  admit  them, 
they  are  refufed. 

Wherefore,  as  the  Blood  confifts  princi¬ 
pally  of  two  Kinds  of  Particles,  to  wit, 
Grumous .  floating  in  Serous ,  the  Parts  of 
the  latter  being  infinitely  more  fine  and' 
Subtle,  will  be  received,  and  pafs  thro’  to 
the  extremeft  Capillary  ending  without  any 
Difficulty,  and  thus  arrives  at  the  Pelvis , 
while  the  grumous  Parts  not  being  able  to 
proceed,  are  returned  by  the  recurrent  Rami¬ 
fications  to  the  Trunk  of  the  pmulgent  Vein. 

This  being  the  Nature  of  this  Secre¬ 
tion,  as  indeed  it  will  hold  good  in  all 
others,  if  we  confider  the  Minuteneft  of 
thefe  Pori ,  or  Secretory  Vejfels ,  it  will  be 
difficult,  in  the  firft  Place,  to  adapt  any 
Medicine,  in  ordinary  Practice,  whole  Parts 
are  Small  enough  to  penetrate  and  promote 

G  4  this 
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this  Secretion,  Jfparagus  indeed  has  a  won¬ 
derful  Effeft  this  Way  ;  and  Onions ,  Oil  of 
Turpentine  likewife,  and  the  Balfamum  Ca- 
pivi0  every  .of  which  may  be  frnelfd  in 
the  Urine.  Secondly, 

i  .  n. « j  c  •  w 1  *  \  «>  . *  i  ;  .■  i.<  i 

^  ^  »  . 

The  Difficulty  will  be  greater  to  adapt 
a  Diffolvent  lor  the  Gravel ,  or  Calculus , 
latent  either  in  the  Urinary  Pores  in  the 
Pelvis,  or  Ureter,  or  Blather.  And,  Thirdly, 

7  (.  i  ,  -  ..  ^  >  v  ' '} 

Another  Difficulty  will  be,  to  introduce 
fomething  that  is  able  to  alter  that  Difpo- 
fition  in  the  Blood,  by  the  fo  great  Con- 
.  fluence  of  Salts,  lb  productive  of  thefe  Sandy 
Concretions. 

»  , 

That  a  Diffolvent  efficacious  enough  to 
break  to  Pieces,  and  dilcharge  the  accu¬ 
mulated  Gravel,  can  be  introduced,  is  dia¬ 
metrically  oppolite  to  Reafon  and  Philo - 
fophy ;  lor  then  it  would  inevitably  exco¬ 
riate  and  deftroy  the  Parts  it  paffes  thro7  in 
its  Progreffion :  beiides,  were  it  fo,  and  no 
Injury  like  to  be  the  iffue,  its  Force  and 
Virtue  muft  be  very  near  loft  during  the 

Time 


Crude  Mercury*  89 

Time  it  is  in  the  Circulation  thro’  lb  many 
Paffages  to  different  Parts,  by  the  Fluids 
it  mingles  with ;  and  thus  we  lee  the  De- 
lufion  of  fuch  Inventions. 

But  from  the  known  Qualities  of  Crude 
Mercury ,  it  can  never  excoriate,  nor  can 
it  receive  that  Alloy  as  is  able  to  rob  it 
of  its  excellent  Force  and  Virtue  ;  or  be 
it  lo,  we  can  increafe  the  Quantity  without 
Fear  of  Corrofion ,  Danger ,  and  Hurt  to  the 
Veffels  thro’  which  it  circulates. 

By  the  Experiment,  juft  now  recited,  it  is 
vifible  that  its  Parts  are  minute  enough  to 
pervade  thele  minutejl  Ramifications ,  aihfted 
only  by  its  Gravity . 

But  let  us  proceed  to  examine  and  ftate 
the  Caufes  of  this  Lapidifick  Nature  (if  we 
may  lo  call  it)  in  the  Urine. 

From  the  Analyfis  of  the  Urine,  it  is  evi-  Urine, 
dent  that  it  confifts  oS Water ^  which  makes  what* 
up  the  Rafis ;  of  a  fmall  Portion  of  Rile, 
which  gives  it  a  citrine  Colour  ;  of  a  pituit- 
ous  Kind  of  Matter,  fwimming  on  the  Sur¬ 
face, 
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face,  and  flicking  to  the  Pot,  which  makes 
that  Part  call’d  Corona  \  and,  laftly,  of  a 
f aline ,  earthy  Portion,  which  from  the  Ali¬ 
ment  is  mix’d  with  the  Urine ,  which  may 
be  call’d  the  material  Part  of  the  Stone,  that 
being  over  luxuriant  in  the  Habit  from  ill 
Food  and  had  Dige/iion ,  enters  the  Chyle 
and  the  Blood,  and  is  convey’d  together 
vyith  it  by  the  Emulgeut  into  the  Kidney ; 
it  remains  in  the  extreme  Branches  of  the 
Artery ,  and  there  it  will  flick,  being  firfl  a 
fmall  Particle ,  or  Rudiment  of  a  larger 
Stone ;  and  by  collecting  more  fetrificlz 
Matter,  it  increafes  daily  one  Shell  over 
another,  till  at  laft  it  becomes  a  Stone  made 
tip  of  feveral  Lamina,  like  the*  Peelings  of 
Onions ,  or  the  Bezoar  Stone,  which  has 
many  Coverings  ;  and  thus  increafes  gra¬ 
dually. 

Another  Caule  is  drawn  from  the  Con- 
ftitution  and  Form  of  the  Kidney  itfelf, 
which  is  a  paiiive  and  fecond  Cauie,  pro¬ 
ceeding  from  an  Over-ftraitnefs  of  thofe 
Paffages  which  tranfcolate  the  Urine,  or 
elfe  a  Weaknefs  in  the  expul  five  Faculty, 
whence  the  Urine  is  too  long  retained, 

there 
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there  being,  at  the  fame  Time,  a  Quantity 
of  Tartareous  Saline  Particles  in  the  Blood 
to  a  (lift  this  Calculous  Conftitution  of  the 
Kidneys . 

Thefe  Gift  and  fecondary  Caufes  (viz.)  the 
Blood  abounding  with  f aline ,  tartareous 
Matter,  the  Over-ftraitnefs  of  the  urinary 
Tubes ,  and  the  Weaknefs  of  the  expulfive 
Faculty  (which  is  a  Dilorder  of  the  So¬ 
lids)  all  concur  to  generate  the  Stone  and 
Gravel. 

»  *  -  t.-i  V  ^  .J 

It  is  needlels  to  enquire  whether  or  no  the 
Stone  is  generated  in  the  Blather ,  or  alto¬ 
gether  in  the  Kidneys ,  becaufe  I  think  the 
latter  is  generally  affign’d  to  be  the  Seat  of 
its  Origination. 

The  calculous  Rudiment ,  by  its  increas’d 
Bulk  and  Weight,  aflifted  by  an  Influx  of 
Urine,  flips  from  the  Tubulus  and  falls 
into  the  Pelvis ,  where  it  perhaps  receives 
another  Increafe,  till  at  length  it  is  driven 
forth  into  the  Ureter,  and  convey’d  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  Urine  into  the  Blather.  If  it 
be  not  of  a  fmooth  Surface,  by  its  Angles 

or 
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or  Afperiries  it  dilates  and  cuts  its  Way  into 
the  Vejica ,  and  carries  Blood  with  it. 

0 

And  here  it  grows  to  thole  Dimenfions 
we  often  fee  it  when  extracted  by  the  Ope¬ 
ration  called  Lithotomy .  It  aflimilates  more 
of  the  f aline  Parts  and  earthy  Recrement , 
gains  frefh  Coverings,  increafes  to  a  prodi¬ 
gious  Bulk,  falls  upon  the  Neck  of  the  Bla¬ 
ther,  choaks  up  the  Paflage  to  the  Ure - 
thra>  and  brings  on  that  Ifchury  which 
miferable  Wretches,  in  fuch  Circumftances* 
are  afflicted  with. 

This  being  the  State  of  this  Difeafe,  any 
one  will  deferve  well  in  the  Healing  Ah 
who  can  appropriate  a  Remedy  powerful 
enough,  (as  well  as  harm lefs  to  the  Animal 
OeconomyJ  to  remove  thefe  concreted  Bo¬ 
dies  in  the  Ttthdi ,  and  to  ftrike  at  the  Root 
of  this  Difeafe,  that  is  fufficient  to  diflipate 
that  tartareous  Matter  in  the  Blood,  which 
muft  be  regarded  as  the  Primordium  of 
thefe  Difeafts. 

The  Intention  would  be  vain  and  fruitleft, 
(I  have  fully  proved,)  to  pretend  to  diflblve 

the 
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the  Stone  in  the  Blather,  and  can  never  be  at¬ 
tempted  but  by  the  truly  ignorant :  But  if 
we  can  apply  a  Medicine  that  v/ill  alter  the 
Difpofition  of  the  Blood  apt  to  breed  the 
Arenous  Matter,  that  is  able  to  drive 
forward  the  concreted  Particles,  the  Begin¬ 
nings  of  the  future  Stone,  and  cleanfe  the 
Tubtili  Urinarii  from  all  thole  Crudities  flick¬ 
ing  in  their  moft  narrow  Pafiages  obftruQ> 
ing  the  Urinary  Secretion,  that  cannot,  till 
thele  are  removed,  be  recovered,  we  fhall 
deferve  well ;  inafmuch,  as  we  fubftitute  a  Re¬ 
medy  for  that  which  had  none  before  till  it 
arrived  to  its  greateft  Height  and  laft  Extre¬ 
mity,  only  to  be  cur’d  by  Cutting. 

It  has  been  demonftrated  by  the  Expe¬ 
riment  of  the  Kidney,  that  Quick-Silver  is 
able  to  pervade  thofe  ftrait  and  narrow  Pafl 
lages  without  any  Force,  and  therefore  it  will 
beft  anfwer  the  Intention  of  removing  what- 
loever  obftrufts  them. 

It  is  as  eafy  to  prove,  that  it  will  beft  an¬ 
fwer  the  Intention  of  altering  that  Dyfcracy 
in  the  Blood  already  enquir’d  into,  and  thus* 
encounter  the  Dileale  in  its  moft  effential 

4 
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Part,  by  deftroying  the  f aline  Particles 
that  will  always  furnifti  Matter  for  another 
Par  ox  if 

In  the  Cure  of  Dileales,  it  has  been  an 
old  Complaint,  that  more  Pains  and  Dili¬ 
gence  are  applied  to  obviate  the  Symptoms ? 
than  to  eradicate  the  Dijeafe  \  but  our  De- 
lign  is  laid  on  the  fundamental  Part,  its  firft 
Spring. 

whether  It  is  a  common  Obfervation,  that  Perfons 
She^addiaed  to  drinking  large  Quantities  o i  Red 
the  Caufe.  }Vine^  are  moft  liable  to  Nephritick  Difor- 
dets;  but  I  cannot  think  fo,  it  remaining 
with  me  a  Qu  eft  ion,  Whether  Red  or  White 
abound  moft  with  Tartar  eons  Matter  ?  In¬ 
deed  the  Red  has  a  Roughnefs  and  Afirin- 
gency  which  the  other  does  not  lo  much 
abound  with,  if  that  can  be  anyReafon; 
which  to  me  is  none,  I  muft  confels,  to 
be  any  Foundation  for  the  Stone,  altho’  it 
may  affift  the  Stony  Concretions  in  thole 
who  are  already  fubjett  to  this  Dileale  ; 
but  I  can  never  believe  that  it  has  been 
the  foie  Occafion  of  it  in  fiich  Perfons  ; 

which 
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which  ought  therefore  to  excite  the  fame  in 
all,  or  it  can  prove  nothing. 

And  we  have  Inftances  of  Nephritzck  Cafes  HiftYL 
in  thole  who  never  ufed  it  ;  one  whereof 
was  communicated  to  me  by  an  ingenious 
Surgeon,  and  excellent  Anatomift,who  opened 
a  Child  of  fix  Weeks  old  that  died  in  violent 
Convulfions,  the  Caufe  of  the  Difbrder  un¬ 
known,  or  at  lead:  miftaken  till  now,  when 
the  Pelvis  of  the  Kidney  was  found  full  of 
Sandy  Concretions,  which  can  never  be 
imputed  to  any  Tart  are  ous  Liquors  the 
Child  had  taken,  but  rather  to  a  natural 
Difpofition  in  the  Blood  born  with  it,  and 

perhaps  latent  fome  Months  before. 

\ 

The  Symptoms  of  the  Stone  in  the  Kid¬ 
neys  are,  Convulfions  of  the  Ventricle } 
which  excite  Vomitings  and  Reachings ;  Vomiting 
and  if  we  confider  the  Anatomy  of  the  Kid¬ 
ney,  the  Rile  of  this  Symptom  will  be  eafily 
explicated;  for  the  interior  Coat  or  Co¬ 
vering  is  of  a  Nervous  Contexture,  ftreak’d 
with  fine  Filements  of  Nerves  from  the  Sixth 
Pair  and  damns  Stomachichns,  extended  all 

along 
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along  the  Ureters  allb :  Now  by  the  near 
and  immediate  Communication  of  this  lat¬ 
ter  Branch  with  the  Ventricle ,  as  above  ex¬ 
plained,  arifes  this  Symptom;  that  is  to  fay, 
the  Kjdney  and  Ureter  being  affefted  with 
Pain,  the  Stomach  will  needs  be  agitated 
with  convulfive  Motions;  and  from  hence 
only  can  arife  the  Symptom  of  Vomiting 
in  Nefhritick  Cafes.  Pain  in  the  Loins ^ 
the  Seat  of  the  Kidneys,  and  in  the  Hips, 
and  Numbnefs  of  the  Thigh  and  Leg,  Dif¬ 
ficulty  of  Urine  having  reiterated  Motions, 
and  little  or  noting  evacuated,  and  what 
comes  away  of  a  deep  Colour,  lometimes 
tinftured  with  Blood,  efpecially  after  Exer- 
cife ,  a  Gravelly  Sediment  flicking  about  the 
Sides,  and  lometimes  loofe  at  the  Bottom 
of  the  Pot. 

i 

The  Numbnefs  of  the  Thigh  proceeds 
from  the  Preffure  of  the  Calculus  and  tu¬ 
mefied  Kidney  upon  the  Head  of  the  Pfoas 
Mufcle ,  juft  where  the  Nerve  enters  to 
difperfe  its  Branches  for  the  Ule  of  that 

Member.  ,  , 

0 
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None,  I  believe,  can v  expeft  that  Crude 
Mercury  is  J  able  to  dilfolve,  or  break  in 
Pieces  the  Stone  when  form’d  ;  it  is  liiffi- 
cient,  that  before  the  Dileale  is  arrived 
to  fuch  an  Height,  that  k  can  promote  a 
Palfage  for  the  loofer ,  fartdy  Parts,  and 
drive  them  forth :  I  lay,  it  is  lufficient  that 
it  can  prevent  the  lucre afe  hereof  by  al¬ 
tering  that  Indifpofition  of  the  Blood,  by 
destroying  the  acid  f aline  Parts,  and  fend¬ 
ing  them  out  of  the  Halit ,  and  by  affifting 
all  the  Secret ions ,  efpecially  thole  where 
thele  Concretions  have  their  Rife  and  Inm 
creafe. 

is  m{  ■ 

I  Shall  mention  one  extraordinary  Cafe  Hift.vil. 
of  this  Nature,  and  conclude  this  Chapter, 
which  I  was  an  Eye-Witnels  of,  by  the 
kind  Communication  of  an  eminent  Sur¬ 
geon,  who  let  me  fee  a  Pair  of  Kidneys 
dilated  extremely,  the  whole  Parenchyma^ 
or  glandular  Subftance,  was  entirely  waft¬ 
ed ;  and  it  is  hard  to  lay  whether  the 
Pelvis  was  extended  thus,  or  whether  it 
was  not  alio  deftroyed  together  with  the 
Parenchyma  \  the  whole,  however,  confift- 

H  ed 
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ed  of  nothing  but  Stones  and  fandy  Mat¬ 
ter,  inclos’d  with  a  Purle  or  Covering  to 

1  '  V  H  O 

contain  them ;  the  Conlequence  whereof 
was,  if  I  remember  right,  that  the  poor 
unhappy  Patient  pils’d  large  Quantities  of 
Blopd,  till  Death  put  a  Period- 
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CHAP.  V, 

Of  the  Ufes  of  Crude  Mercury  in  the 
Cure  of  the  King’s  Evil. 

IT  is  hot  my  Bufinels  to  dilpute  whether 
this  Dileaie  be  curable,  or  not,  by  the 
Royal  Touchy  it  is  fufficient  that  it  may  be 
cur’d  without ;  there  have  been  Inftances 
of  a  Cure  by  Salivation,  tho’  feldom  found  ; 
but  I  do  verily  think,  that  upon  this  one 
Principle  Crude  Mercury  may  be  fufficient  for 
it :  ( viz .)  That  it  is  one  of  the  mod:  powerful 
Diffolvents  of  any  Thing  we  have  known ; 
and  this  confider’d,  together  with  its  mild 
and  gentle  Operation,  without  Irritation  and 
Acrimony,  makes  it  to  differ  widely  from 
fuch  as  tear  to  Pieces  and  deftroy  the  Parts 
they  are  apply’d  to,  which  happens  in  Cau- 

fticks . 

G  2  That 
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That  Definition  of  Paulas  is  moft  fuitable 
to  this  Difeafe,  where  it  is  feated  among 

the  Glands  :  Struma  funt  Glandula  indu - 
rata.  But  as  it  often  appears  there  are  Tu¬ 
mours  and  Ulcers  which  bear  a  near  Refem- 
b lance,  at  leaft,  to  theft*,  that  u  are  not  (as 
Wifeman  expreffes  it)  u  concrete  in  any 
u  Glandule ;  ”  neither  can  they  be  agree¬ 
able  to  that  other  Definition  of  ALtius ;  Stru¬ 
ma  funt  carries  fulcandida  facile  augef- 
centes ,  in  Membrana  content ay  ,&c*.  being 
not  always  contain’d  in  a  Cyftis  or  Merm 
brane 

\  *  ;  \  1  ’  •  'f  *  > 

r 

p  f  '  % 

Thus  Wifeman  defines  it,  to  be  “aTu- 
mour  arifing  from  a  peculiar  Acidity  of 
4<  the  Serum  of  the  Blood,  which  whenfbevet 
u  it  lights  upon  Glandule,  Mufcle,  or  Mem- 
u  brane,  it  coagulates  and  hardens  ;  when 
u  it  mixeth  with  Marrow  always  diffolves 
a  it,  and  rotteth  the  Bone. 

'  But  however,  the  Glands  are  the  moll 
notorious  Seat  of  this  Diforder,  and  that 


*  See  Wifeman* 
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may  be  lome  Reafon  why  Authors  have 
generally  confined  it  to  them. 

The  immediate  Caufes  we  are  ignorant 
of,  inafmuch  as  we  cannot  precisely  de¬ 
termine  the  State  of  the  Blood  any  other- 
wife,  than  that  it  is  owing  to  Viicidities 
in  the  Glands  and  membranous  Parts,  which 
are  apt  to  congeal  and  indurate,  from  a 
flow  Circulation,  and  perhaps  Stagnation 
in  the  Capillary  Arteries. 

•* ,v  #  V  *  ^  4 

The  more  remote  Caufes,  to  which  the 
former  owe  their  Original,  are  afcrib’d  to 
Intemperature  of  Air,  bad  Diet,  Want  of 
Exercife,  hereditary  Affections,  £i?c. 

Such  Children  as  have  the  Rickets  arc 
particularly  liable  to  this  Diieafe. 

Mercurial  Preparations  will  go  a  great 
Way  to  diffolve  thefe  Indurations ;  but 
they  are  to  be  us’d  with  great  Caution, 
efpecially  for  Children,  who  are  molt  lia. 
ble  thereto,  and  a  long  Courfe  of  them  is 
to  be  purfued. 

H  3 

V. 
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But  Crude  Mercnry  is  capable  of  curing 
with  more  Certainty  and  Expedition. 


Hif.Vlil.  A  Child  of  about  three  Years  old  was 
brought  to  me  with  the  Parotidal  Glands 
on  both  Sides,  very  much  tumefied  and  in¬ 
durated  :  On  one  Side  the  Tumour  was  fuf- 
fcuratedy  and  the  Ulcer  [muons,  both  up¬ 
wards  and  downwards,  which  I  had  fome 
Thoughts  of  dilating ,  but  was  happily 
prevented  by  the  kindly  Effefts  of  Quick- 
Silver. 


*  *  -  ' 
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Alter  dreffing  him  about  three  or  four 
Days  with  a  detergent  Medicine,  I  put 
him  into  a  Courfe  of  Crude  Mercury^ 
which  diflbived  the  Swellings  on  both  Sides, 
and  fo  far  perfected  the  Cure  of  the  Ulcer, 
that  by  affifting  the  Digeftion,  the  Sinus's  are 
heal’d  up,  and  all  is  ready  for  cicaf  riling, 
but  that  I  keep  it  open  for  fome  Time 
longer,  ftill  to  preferve  a  Difcharge,  left 
it  hereafter  break  out  again,  the  Courfe 
being  not  yet  compleated,  and  not  more 

;  '  than 
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than  three  Weeks  fince  we  enter’d  upon 

it :  but  it  is  fiifficient  to  lay,  that  he  is 

* 

in  a  moft  certain  Way  of  Recovery  ;  his 
Health, which  was  impair’d,  is  greatly  mend¬ 
ed,  and  a  loft  Appetite  reftored. 


*  f 
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The  Cqnclusio  n. 

C'Rude  Mercury  is  likewife  able  to  do 
Wonders  in  many  other  Difbrders, 
not  only  wfth  more  Expedition,  but  with 
more  certain  Succels  than  other  Methods. 

*  *  *  ■  -V  j  *  -  ‘  C  *  '  •  Tl*  3  v  '  • 
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Gout.  In  the  Gouty  I  queftion  not  but  it 
would  be  effeftual,  if  prudently  manag'd, 
by  diffolving  the  Vifcidicies  in  the  Blood 
that  are  determin’d  to  the  Joints.  It  is  moft 
certain,  that  this  is  the  Seat  of  the  Crijis 
not  only  evident  by  the  Pain  and  Swelling 
thence  arifing,  but  alfo  when  the  Difeafe 
is  Lin  extremis ,  the  gouty  Matter  fhews 
itlelf  to  be  determin’d  thither  by  the  Chalky 
Subfiances  there  ie  par  a  ted. 


In 
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In  all  Diieafes  proceeding  from  an  im¬ 
peded  Circulation. 

In  the  Cancer ,  I  am  well  allur’d,  by  a  Cancer, 
due  Courle  perfifted  in,  may  at  length  be 
cur’d  without  Extirpation ;  and  in  all  1 
f chirr 011s  Tumours, 

•  *-#■».'-  (  i  '  '  < 

V  '  J.  i  ;  -  •  .*  •  »  •  -  J  *  -  - 

The  Palfy  may  meet  with  a  Cure  by  Paify. 
this  Method,  elpecially  if  enter’d  upon  at 
the  Beginning. 

In  the  Jfihma  it  has  done  Miracles,  AftW 
which  every  one  may  have  been  iufficiently 
convinc’d  of. 

In  OhflruBions  of  the  Liver  and  Gall 
•  Blather ,  it  is  capable  of  doing  much  Ser¬ 
vice. 

*  I  •  *  •  t  “  1  f  | 
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The  Lepra,  and  other  Cutaneous  Foul- 
nefTes,  I  am  verily  perfuaded  it  will  file- 
ceed  in, 

.  > .  i  ■  i 

Womens  Diforders,  the  Green  Sicknels, 
and  Obftrudions  of  the  Monthly  Purga¬ 
tions, 

1  \  „  \  ‘  ,  *  ’  % 
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lions,  it  will  promote  and  cure,  by  its  Gra¬ 
vity  forwarding  all  the  Secretions. 

•  ’  i  :  :  .  •  ' ; 

I  do  but  juft  touch  upon  thefe  Difeafes, 

becaufe  I  have  not  had  Occafion  to  try  the 
Force  of  this  excellent  Remedy  in  them; 
and  therefore  would  not  tire  the  Reader’s 
Patience  with  their  Defeription,  nor  with 
the  particular  Management  of  their  Cure, 

.  j  '  ■’  •  ;  J  .  V  ... '  L  •  -  ••  *  --  * -■*  *  * 
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"  In  many  Difeafes  of  the  Bones,  proceeding 
from  an  internal  Caufe,  it  may  be  fervice- 

?  ■  '.':i  .  .  J  -  i. 

able  either  in  the  Beginning  to  reduce  them, 
or,  in  their  Declenfion,  to  produce  an  Exfo¬ 
liation  :  And  this,  I  think,  vye  may  be  partly 
aiTured  of,  when  we  obferve  the  good  Suc- 
cefs  of  Mercurial  Plaifters,  laid  upon  Tophs 
and  Nodes ,  and  Exofiofes :  But  thefe  and 
other  Difeafes  of  the  Bones  are  referv’d  for 
another  Opportunity,  in  a  particular  Trea- 
ttfe,  having  had  frequent  Oxafidns  of  ob¬ 
serving  them,  and  made  large,  and,  I  hope, 

lifeful  Collections. 

*  .  t.  •  i  * 

And  thus  we  have  gone  through,  what 
we  propofed,  to  anfwer  the  general  Ob¬ 
jections 
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jeftions  to  the  internal  Ufe  of  Crude  Mer¬ 
cury ;  having  given  lome  Light  into  the 
Manner  of  its  Operation,  and  apply’d  it  to 
Practice,  by  fkewing  a  Variety  of  Cafes 
in  which  it  was  attended  with  remark¬ 
able  Succefs ;  and  pointed  out  others,  where 
there  is  great  Likelihood  of  its  doing  much 
Service,,  : 

*  .  *  * 
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■POSTSCRIPT. 

H  E  following  Cafes  being  not  com- 
pleated  before  the  Former  were 
fent  to  the  Prefs,  we  are  obliged 
to  add  them  by  Way  of  Poftfcript. 

,  t  j  # 

The  firft  relates  to  a  Cafe  inferred  un¬ 
der  the  Head  of  the  Iliac  PaJJion ,  being  a 
Relapfe,  occafion’d  by  bad  Food;  as  that 
which  follows  will  make  appear. 

The  fecond  refers  to  another  Head  of 
the  Curative  Part  of  our  Difcourfe  (viz.) 
The  Ufes  of  Crude  Mercury  in  Rheumaticks . 

We 
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We  chufe  to  infert  the  Letter,  at  full 
Length,  that  was  lent  me  by  him  that  at- 
tended  them. 

2 )ear  Brother ,  - 

•  V  £  ■  .  .  i  .  •’ 

u  V  OUR  Acceptance  of  the  late  Cafes, 
A  “  has  occalioned  my  fending  you 
*c  thefe  following,  which  may  farther  de- 
ic  monftrate  the  Ulefulnefs  of  Crude  Mercury . 

Hift.lX.  a  The  firft  is  the  renewed  Complaint  of 
cc  our  former  Patient  Mrs.  Moore ,  who  on 
*c  the  twenty-fixth  Day  of  February  laft, 
u  by  feeding  plentifully  df  Bullock’s  Hearty 
a  relapfed  into  a  violent  Cholick,  accom- 
panied  with  continual  Vomitings. 

“  Our  purging  Tinfture,  and  a  ftimulat- 
“  ing  Clyfter  were  applied*  which  inftead 
<c  of  procuring  Stools,  were  both  thrown 
<c  up  by  the  Mouth.  Here  was  a  true 
u  Iliac  Paffion  to  deal  with,  attended  with 
**  ftrong  Convulfionsc 

“  She 

•  i 
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w  She  was  for  lbme  Time  predifpos’d  for 
a  this  Fit,  as  not  having  been  at  Stool  for 
u  three  Days  before ;  the  purging  Medi- 
a  cines  and  the  Clyfter  effe&ing  nothing, 

“  as  indeed  they  could  not,  the  Stomach  al- 
u  ways  rejefting  them,  rather  aggravated 
ic  and  increas’d  the  inverted  Motion  of  the 
c<  Inteftines. 

“•  We  had  therefore  Recourfe  to  her  old 

■ 

<c  Friend  Crude  Mercury ,  and  fhe  /wallowed 
“  half  an  Ounce,  upon  which  the  Vomit-, 

“  ing  immediately  ceas’d,  the  Pains  mode- 

rated  by  Degrees,  and  the  Convulfions 
“  left  her. 

“  In  three  Hours  a  large  Stool  follcw- 
w  ed,  and  in  a  few  Hours  after  taking  an- 
“  other  Dole,  which  was  about  fix  Hours 
<c  Diftance  from  the  firft,  the  Pains  were 
“  entirely  remov’d ;  the  next  Morning  we 
**  repeated  again  the  Mercury,  more  by  Way 
“  of  Precaution,  than  for  any  real  Ne- 
“  ceffity,  and  fhe  remains  well  to  this 
‘‘  Day. 


«  Thus 
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“  Thus  was  fhe  delivered  from  this  dan¬ 
gerous  Difeafe,  and,  in  Extremis ,  by 
a  only  one  Ounce  and  an  half  of  this  no- 
a  ble  Medicine. 

March  15.  - 

Hift.  x.  u  A  young  Gentlewoman  at  Mrs.  Roberts  s 
a  in  Well-Clofe-Square ,  of  a  Rheumatic  Ha- 
bit  for  feveral  Years,  was  Jeized  with 
Ci  racking  Pains  in  all  her  Limbs,  with 
<c  Stitches  in  her  Side,  an  high  Fever,  and 
a  a  fliarp  irregular  Pulfe. 

u  We  bled  her  to  fourteen  Ounces,  the 
Blood  Pleuritical  and  Sizey  ;  fhe  was 
a  treated  with  the  ufual  Anti-Rheumaticks, 
and  for  the  firfl:  two  Days  was.  much 
relieved ;  but  on  the  fifth  all  the  Symp- 
toms  returned  with  much  greater  Vio- 
iC  Ience;  and  as  fhe  was  averfe  to  Bleed- 
a  ing  again,  and  Bliftering,  I  perfuaded  her 
M  to  take  the  Mercury ,  which  was  corn- 
a  plied  with. 

“  We 


ir 
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a  We  accordingly  adminifter’d  half  an 
iQ  Ounce  Night  and  Morning,  till  fhe  had 

taken  four  Ounces,  by  which  fhe  was 
“  wonderfully  relieved,  the  Symptoms  gra- 
u  dually  abating :  And  by  taking  four  Dozes 
66  more,  by  Way  of  Security,  the  Pains  are 
a  removed,  and  the  Ufe  of  her  Limbs  en- 
Ci  tirely  recovered,  and  fhe  has  continued 
“  well  ever  fince. 

1 

/ 

•  V. 

1  am,  &e.  ’ 

Samuel  Harris. 

Goodniahs-Fields, 

March  30.1754. 

,  '  ‘  ,  1  *  \ 

2  ...  2.  \ 

To  thefe,  I  muft  fubjoin,  that  Crude 
Mercury  is  an  excellent  Ant  i-Eme  tick  ;  for 
all  bilious  Vomitings  it  turns  downwards: 

And  when  the  Salt  of  Wormwood  and  the 
fineft  prepared  Bitters  have  no  Effect,  this 
alone,  is  fufficient  to  correct  that  acrid  Hu¬ 
mour,  and  to  fettle  the  Ventricle ,  as  might 
be  inftanced  in  more  Cafes  than  one. 

♦ 


I 


Under 
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Under  that  Head  of  its  Ufes  in  the  Gra¬ 
vel  and  Stone ,  I  have  fince  known  it  to 
fettle  the  Ventricle,  to  put  an  End  to  the 
convulfive  Vomiting,  always  a  Symptom 
thereof,  and  to  bring  away  large  Quantities 
of  the  gravelly  Sediment,  refiding  in  the  Kid¬ 
neys,  thereby  freeing  the  Patient  from  thole 
grinding  Pains,  and  at  the  fame  Time  giv¬ 
ing  fufficient  Relief,  by  Stools. 

Hifl.xi.  f  have  knee  had  a  Patient  labouring 
under  a  Rheumatifm,  complicated  with  the 
Gravel,  to  whom  this  excellent  Medicine 
alone,  without  all  other  Afliftance,  has  won¬ 
derfully  relieved  her. 

*  . 

There  is  yet  to  add?  which  refers  to 
the  Cale  mentioned  under  the  Head  of 
the  KJn£s  Evil ,  at  that  Time  left  un- 
finifhed,  (viz)  that  the  Strum#,  or  indu- 
G  rated  Parotidal  Glands,  are  quite  dilfolved 
by  the  internal  Application  of  Mercury 9 
the  Ulcers  are  incarn’d  and  cicatrized, 
without  any  Afliftance,  except  outward 
Applications. 


Crude 
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Crude  Mercury  anfwers  all  the  Intentions Jpm<*e 
that  the  belt  and  moft  certain  Anti-Ewe-  the  beft 
tick  can  do,  I  am  very  well  convinced ;  and  ^tl‘. 
being  the  greateft  Deftroyer  of  Acidity,  or 
any  acrimonious  Matter,  it  a£ts  therefore  asAndAb- 
an  Abforbent.  Its  fpecifick  Weight,  as  has{orbent' 
been  more  than  once  evinced  in  this  Effay, 
is  fufficient  to  fettle  the  Ventricle ,  to  keep 
down  its  Fundus ,  by  which  Nature  alone  is 
induced  to  corroborate  the  Mufcular  Fibres, 

i  _  " 

till  they  thoroughly  recover  their  Tone, 
Firmnefs,  and  Elafticity. 

.  \  i 

% 

And  hence  is  it  fo  very  efficacious  in  theTtsEffica- 
Cardialgia ,  or  what  is  called  the  Heart-  Heart-  ° 
Burn ;  that  by  blunting  and  fheathing  theBurn* 
Points  of  the  Acids,  it  puts  an  end  to  that 
uneafy  Senfation. 

To  evidence  this,  I  fhall  recite  one 
other  Oblervation,  related  to  me  by  the 
Author  of  the  foregoing  Letter,  in  his  own 
Words. 
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March 7.  173J. 

WHAT  I  am  now  about  to  relate, 
*  '  “  is  the  Cataftrophe  of  a  Chronical 

f6  Complication, 

u  Both  Fluids  and  Solids  to  the  laft  De- 
a  gree  vitiated  \  I  formerly  hinted  to  you 
a  fomething  of  this  deplorable  Cafe. 

u  This  Lady  had  formerly,  and  of  late, 
<c  entertain'd  two  very  worthy  Phyficians, 
66  who  gave  her  palliating  Relief  beyond 
cc  Expeftation ;  but  at  length  one  Mafter- 
u  Symptom  arofe  from  an  acid  Humour  in 
u  the  Stomach,  which  fhe  call’d  the  Heart- 
cc  Burn,  that  gave  infinitely  more  Pain  and 
^  Difturbance  than  all  the  other  Symptoms 
u  (tho’  bad  enough)  put  together. 

c<  In  about  two  Hours  after  taking  the 
cc  lighteft  Suftenance,  fhe  was  oppreis’d 
<c  with  filch  violent  Sicknefs,  Reachings, 
?  and  Pain  fucceeding  almoft  to  Death, 
u  which  feldom  ended  till  the  Stomach 
iC  was  empty’d  of  its  Contents,  notwith- 
a  {lauding  they  confifted  principally  of 

“  Spoon- 
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u  Spoon-Meats  ?  and  of  the  eafieft  Di- 
••  geftion. 

a  Thus  (lie  continued  upon  the  Rack 
<c  from  about  two  Hours  after  Dinner- 
u  time  till  Five  o’  Clock  the  next  Morn- 
u  ing ;  from  which  Time  to  One  o’  Clock  in 
•c  the  Afternoon  was  alj  the  Reipi:e  fhe  hack 

tc  This  terrible  Symptom  was  endeavour’d 
((f  to  be  obviated  with  Jlforbents ,  Stoma ~ 
u  ticks  of  all  Kinds 3  the  Sal.  Abfynth.  and  . 
u  Bitters ,  in  fuch  Forms  and  Quantities 
u  as  her  Stomach  would  bed  admit,  gentle 
u  Emeticks  and  Catharticks ,  being  firft  pre- 
u  mis’d. 

i 

t 

“  But  at  length  being  tired,  Hie  difconti- 
nued  all  Phyfical  Meafures,  (I  cannot  call 
them  Remedies,)  and  of  her  own  Accord 
ic  drank  large  Quantities  of  fair  Water,  with 
a  which  however  her  Stomach  was  Ibme- 

1 

thing  relieved  ;  yet  undoubtedly  an  Ana* 
u  J area ,  that  had  made  long  Strides  to- 
u  ward  her,  was  thereby  confiderably  ad 
“  filled  and  increafed. 


u  Her 
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a  Her  (well’d  Legs,  ifc.  were  drain’d 
iL  by  Blifters  on  both  Legs  for  about  a 
u  Month. 

t  % 

a  The  Dilorders  of  the  Stomach  again 
iC  returned  with  the  fame  Violence,  no  Di- 
“  geftion  to  be  perform’d,  fo  that  it  was 
“  impoflible'  fhe  could  hold  out  longer 
K  without  feme  Relief. 

“  To  this  End,  I  prevail’d  with  her  to, 
a  take  the  Mercury. 

cc  You  may  obferve,  that  I  could  not 
l£  propole,  in  lb  difeas’d  a  Subjeft,  that  it 
u  would  effeft  a  Cure,  when  the  Sentence 
a  of  Death  had  long  been  pals’d  upon  her  ; 

but  only  by  palliating  the  Heart-Burn > 
u  and  Indigeftion  thence  proceeding ,  to 
“  make  the  unhappy  and  fhort  Remainder 
u  of  Life  as  eafy  as  poffible. 

u  With  this  only  View,  fhe  took  the 

Qiiick-Silver ,  for  about  fix  Days,  which 
u  effcftually  carried  off  her  Vomitings  and  * 
H  render’d  the  Heart-Burn  tolerable ;  which 

u  was 
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<c  was  as  much  as  could  be  expected  from 
<c  it.  All  that  from  hence  I  infer,  is,  that 
u  Crude  Mercury  is  the  belt  Anti-Emetick , 

“  and  Corrector  of  Acidity  ;  for  when  the 
u  whole  Tribe  of  Stomaticks,  affifted  by 
((  Emeticks,  fail’d,  the  Mercury  alone  has  pre- 
<c  lerved  this  Lady’s  Life  about  three  Weeks : 

And  what  I  further  obferve,  is,  that  Crude 
u  Mercury ,  in  Half-Ounce  Dofes,  is  fuffici- 
ic  ent  in  molt  Cafes,  and  lo  fafe,  as  may  be 
“  taken  by  the  weakeft  Perlon.  Be  pleafed 
“  to  entertain  this  in  Favour  of 


Tour  Affectionate  Brother , 

Samuel  Harris, 
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